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Rock art displaying two human figures interlocking
hands at the Gobustan National Historical-Artistic
Preserve.

3m09Lmabols obHM@0Y@-5@ Jgmenmyon®
6530do@To, jaogby godmbobymos

™G0 >©sd0sbo, Hmdgmnsa byamgdo
9OmIsbgmolzggh g gofgwomo.






A view of excavation activities along the
Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) pipeline in Georgia.
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The Sultanahmet Mosque (also known as the
Blue Mosque) in Istanbul was commissioned by
Sultan Ahmet | and completed during the early
17th century AD.

beganomsh 53890l dghgmols (36mdognos,
ghgmo) 3Tgby
o bgaosh s3dge T-ol

39230l @AML sofym s XVII

©odmogMeo.




An artisan crafting beautiful traditional metal wares
in Azerbaijan.
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An Azerbaijani woman baking flatbread (chorek) in
a wood-fired tandir.
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The famous defensive walls and Maiden’s Tower of
Ichari Shahar (Baku’s “inner city”) were constructed
in the 12th century AD.
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Thilisi, a city of roughly one and a half million
people, is the capital and largest city of Georgia,
gracing the banks of the Mtkyvari (Kura) River in
the eastern part of the country.
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Magnificently spanning the Bosporus Strait, the
First Bosporus Bridge in Istanbul connects Orakoy
(in Europe) and Beylerbeyi (in Asia). Completed in
1973, the bridge embodies Turkey’s historic role
linking Europe and Asia.
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A map of the Baku-Thbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) and South
Caucasus (SCP) pipelines, from the Caspian to the
Mediterranean.
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CHAPTER 1

From the Caspian to the
Mediterranean

The Purpose of This Project

he Caucasus and Anatolia,

including the present-day nations

of Azerbaijan, Georgia, and

Turkey, are home to some of the
world’s most ancient cultures. Throughout
the region, prehistoric and historic cultures
left a vast wealth of archaeological treasures
that fascinate archaeologists and historians.
In Azerbaijan, the majestic rock faces of
Gobustan that project high above the shore
of the Caspian Sea form the “canvas” on
which hundreds of generations of artists
inscribed their ancient rock art, beginning
perhaps 20,000 years ago.
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Images of boats, animals, and people from
Azerbaijan’s ancient past can be found among
the rock art. The earliest traces of humankind’s
prehistory in this ancient land were found

at Dmanisi, Georgia, where the remains of
humanity’s 1.8 million-year-old ancestors were
discovered. In Turkey, an intriguing repository of
pottery at Ziyaretsuyu that can be traced to the
2nd century BC raises absorbing questions about
travelers and settlers in the region.

For thousands of years, silk, gold, ivory, spices,
and perfumes were transported across trade routes
through the region that connected East Asia,
Africa, the Middle East, and Europe. The peoples
of the region are justly proud that today its historic
status as a crossroad of trade and culture is being
revived. This revival is partly a result of national
independence since the dissolution of the Soviet
Union and partly due to the relatively recent
discovery of new large Caspian Basin hydrocarbon
reserves. The construction of the massive pipelines
system that carries both crude oil and natural

gas through Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Turkey to
world markets spurred an unparalleled period of
archaeological research in the region, which led to
extraordinary finds along the pipelines route from
the Caspian to the Mediterranean, and generated
knowledge about the history and cultures of the
region. In this and in many less tangible ways, the
pipelines are a new gateway to the region’s past,
and open a promising window to its future.
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The city of Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan,
overlooks the Caspian Sea. Today, Baku is a
thriving metropolis of over two million people. It
is the financial center of Azerbaijan, as well as
the nucleus of the country’s artistic, musical, and
theatrical activities.
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The Azerbaijan Government House is an imposing
structure. After formally declaring independence
from the Soviet Union in 1991, Azerbaijan’s first
elected Parliament officially adopted a constitution
in 1995.
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The Ateshgah “Fire Worshipers” Temple near
Baku has its origins among Zoroastrians. A
continuous flame on the site was once fed by
natural gas deposits.
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To highlight the rich cultural heritage of the region,
this book presents findings of a collaborative
research initiative among archaeologists in
Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Turkey and their
colleagues from the Smithsonian Institution’s
Asian Cultural History Program, Office of Policy
and Analysis, and Office of the Chief Information
Officer. The recovery, collection management, and
interpretation of the archaeological data presented
here were financed by BP and its coventurers

in the Caspian projects as part of their efforts to
protect the cultural resources uncovered during
the construction of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC)
crude oil and adjacent South Caucasus (SCP)
natural gas pipelines. The archaeological surveys of
the pipeline route began in 2000, before construction
commenced. The construction, which began in
2003, was accompanied by teams of Azerbaijani,
Georgian, Turkish, British, and American
archaeologists who traveled the entire length of
the pipelines, a journey that contributed to the
story of known archaeological sites in addition to
discovering hundreds of previously unknown and
unexcavated sites.
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The tomb sanctuary of King Antiochus | at Mount
Nemrud was built on a mountaintop in what is now
southeastern Turkey in 62 BC. Antiochus | forged
an alliance with Rome during the war between
Rome and the Parthians.
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The salamuri, a Georgian reed instrument made of
apricot wood, is often played at festivals by boys
wearing traditional costumes.
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The Smithsonian team continues its international

collaborative research efforts in this area. Partners
in the region include Azerbaijan’s Institute of
Archaeology and Ethnography, Gobustan National
Historical-Artistic Preserve and the Georgian
National Museum. The Gobustan Preserve, located
about 40 miles southwest of Azerbaijan’s capital
city of Baku, was declared a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 2007.

This book and its associated website (www.agt.
si.edu) are examples of the public education and
museum capacity-building efforts associated with
this project. BP’s support parallels its commitment
to increasing awareness of biodiversity and
protecting natural habitats, including initiatives
that have mobilized tangible environmental
changes throughout the region.
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Abaker in Georgia uses a modern-day
tandir-shaped oven to bake bread. The dough is
pressed against the walls of the oven to bake.
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Rock art panels at the Gobustan National
Historical-Artistic Preserve date from as early as
the Paleolithic period.
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Petroglyphs of a hunter and a possible
shaman are a part of the legacy of the
early past discovered at the Gobustan
National Historical-Artistic Preserve.
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Rock art panels at the Gobustan National
Historical-Artistic Preserve often contain a variety
of elegant figures, sometimes superimposed over
each other.
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During Stages 1 and 2 of the project from 2000

to 2003, potentially important archaeological sites
were identified through field walks and aerial
photography. This view from the Tsalka district in
central Georgia shows the type of surface clearing
that preceded excavations.
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The Pipelines

The pipeline route—which runs through widely
divergent climatic, geological, and geographic
regions that have long been populated by
numerous peoples—was not selected for its
potential to facilitate archaeological excavations
or spur the discovery of new cultural heritage in
previously unexplored regions. Rather, it resulted
from the practical considerations of bringing a vast
new supply of crude oil and natural gas from the
Caspian Sea to world markets in a way that both
avoids the ecological risks posed by huge tankers
passing through the Bosporus Strait and provides
the newly independent post-Soviet states of the
Caucasus control over the export of Azerbaijan’s
most valuable commodity. The pipelines
construction has, nonetheless, given the region
and the world a rare opportunity to increase our
understanding of the past.
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The BTC pipeline starts at the Sangachal Terminal
on the Caspian Sea in Azerbaijan, passes

through the territory of Georgia, and ends at

the Ceyhan Terminal on the Turkish coast of the
Mediterranean, from which “Azeri light” crude
oil of the Azeri-Chirag-Deep Water Guneshli field
is delivered to international markets. The length
of the BTC pipeline is 1,768 kilometers (1,099
miles): 443 kilometers (275 miles) in Azerbaijan,
249 kilometers (155 miles) in Georgia, and 1,076
kilometers (669 miles) in Turkey. Its diameter
varies from 1.07 to 1.17 meters (42 to 46 inches),
and it is currently transporting close to one million
barrels of oil per day, with plans to increase
capacity to handle additional volume.

The SCP transports natural gas from the Shah
Deniz field on the Caspian Sea to Turkey. It follows
the route of the BTC pipeline through Azerbaijan
and Georgia into Turkey, where it connects with
the Turkish gas distribution system. The total
length of this pipeline is 691 kilometers (429
miles), divided between Azerbaijan and Georgia
in the same proportions as the BTC pipeline, and
measures 1.07 meters (42 inches) in diameter.
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In addition to initial archaeological surveys, the
impacts that the pipeline project would have on
local communities such as this village located

on the Kodiana Pass in Georgia, were examined.
Preventive measures were taken so as not to
permanently disrupt the lives of villagers.
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Excavation leader Dr. Goderdzi Narimanishvili
and Cultural Heritage Monitor Nino Erkomaishvili
discuss their strategy at the Saphar Kharaba site
in Georgia.
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The AGT Pipelines Archaeology
Program

The AGT (Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey)
Pipelines Archaeology Program represents

one of the most significant commitments to
cultural heritage ever made by an international
pipeline project. It was initiated as a result of

the requirements of the international financial
community that financed the pipelines, guidelines
of the host countries, and BP’s internal standards
for environmental and cultural protection. The
project will continue over the next several years
through the implementation of archaeological and
ecological projects in the three host countries.
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An archaeologist from Azerbaijan’s Institute of
Archaeology and Ethnography records one of the
earliest kurgans (burial sites) in the region at an
excavation site near the village of Soyugbulag.
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In western Azerbaijan, a group of side booms
travel along the pipeline corridor.
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Site Locations, Excavation,
and Analysis

In coordination with national cultural heritage
authorities, a staged program of archaeological
research and excavation was developed in each
of the host countries along the pipelines. The
four initial stages occurred before and during the
pipeline construction. Over the course of the first
four stages, dozens of archaeological sites were
found and sampled.

* Baseline surveys, staffed in part with local
experts, comprised Stage 1. The results of
these surveys led to alteration of the proposed
pipeline route, as part of an overall strategy
to work around areas of environmental and
cultural sensitivity.

* Stage 2 began once the route was determined
and the financial lenders approved it. This
stage involved testing selected sites through
limited excavations to identify cultural
heritage resources of sufficient significance to
warrant avoidance or mitigation initiatives,
such as restricting construction areas or using
protective measures such as fencing.

* Stage 3, which also began before the AGT
pipeline construction began, involved a first
round of excavations. They were planned
well in advance with BP’s national partner
organizations so as to have clear research
designs and protocols in place to maximize
the data collected. Several methods of record
keeping were employed during this stage,
including drawings, photographs, and written
documentation.
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This frieze in the Old City in Baku captures
images from the rock art in the Gobustan National
Historical-Artistic Preserve.
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The pipeline construction activities.
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A Muslim tombstone in Azerbaijan has been
standing since the middle ages.
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e Stage 4 involved excavations of new sites
found during the actual construction process.
A vital task was the development of policy
and procedures for dealing with previously
unknown archaeological sites found after
construction commenced. These “late finds,”
generally consisting of scatterings of artifacts,
also yielded unique and important discoveries.
In many cases, BP, in consultation with national
regulatory bodies, developed measures to
avoid or abate damage to these late finds.
Mitigation usually involved restricting impacts
through the use of narrower construction zones
combined with archaeological excavation.
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Mud flows from volcanoes in Azerbaijan dating back
to ancient times indicate geothermal activity in the
Caspian region.
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The Davit Gareji Monastery in East Georgia

was founded in the 6th century by Saint Davit
(David), who once lived in a cave at this location.
The complex grew over the centuries following his
death and remains in use today.
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Upon completion of the excavation efforts,
archaeological teams in the three countries turned
their attention to Stage 5, which entailed the
preparation of technical reports and monographs
pertaining to the excavations. “Capacity-building”
studies (described in more detail in Chapter 4)
focused on the treatment and preservation of
artifacts recovered during the project. This work
was followed by the preparation of general public
outreach materials, including this book, museum
exhibits and a website that chronicles aspects of the
archaeological project itself, as well as the lives and
cultures of the ancient inhabitants of the region who
created the artifacts. This stage will continue on,
expanding what is known of the region’s history:
The pipeline project’s exploration, interpretation,
and stewardship is not yet finished, just as the
region’s human story continues to unfold.
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The Turkish site Ziyaretsuyu, as seen from atop
a nearby hill. When archaeologically significant
sites such as this one were discovered, the
pipeline route was diverted to minimize impacts
on the sites.
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This statue in the heart of Baku commemorates
Nizami Gyanjavi the great epic poet.
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A portion of the 12th century AD citadel wall
surrounding the storied Ichari Shahar, or “Inner
City,” is preserved within Baku, Azerbaijan’s
capital. UNESCO listed the Ichari Shahar as a
World Heritage site in 2000.
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The inspiring Jvari Church sits atop a ridge
overlooking Mtskheta, the ancient capital of
Georgia; the remains of the timeworn town are
dated earlier than 1000 BC.
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The lavish Topkapi Palace complex in Istanbul,
Turkey, was the primary residence of Ottoman

sultans from 1465 until the mid-19th century.
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CHAPTER 2

Cultural History
at the Crossroads

he construction of the BTC and

SCP pipelines reinvigorated

the region’s historic role as

a crossroads of world trade.
Archaeological work undertaken as a part
of the AGT Pipelines Archaeology Program
has contributed greatly to understanding
the individual cultures and histories of the
host nations, and has documented their
long record of interconnectedness over the
past four millennia. The recent rebuilding
of social and economic relationships in
the region is one reoccurrence in this long

history of connections.’
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This chapter presents a brief narrative of each
country’s cultural history, with selected examples
of how the findings from along the pipelines’ route
have increased knowledge of them. The pipelines
corridor covers only a small percentage of the total
land area of the three nations, and the findings
from the excavations are only a part of the data
from which understanding of the past derives.
Nonetheless the results of the AGT Pipelines
Archaeological Program have expanded what

is known about almost every time period in the
history of the countries. The following chapter
discusses the archaeological sites within each of
the countries.

o3 mogdo dmgmgo s@ol gowdmgdymo
0ommggmo Jagybol gg@@g@ol ob@mmos

s dgmbggm dogomomngdby woydebmbdom
bohggbgdo, myy dmyme d99Fym bgano
ddgbgd@mdoliols smdmbgbognds o@ Jgmemaoy®ds
dolognsd s@lgdyao mEbol gom®dsggdsl.
doenlogbgdol wg@Mgansbo Lodo Jggybols
Bgfodmaools dbmeme 330ty bsFomby

ool s aomb@mgdols Jgegase dm3mggdyemo
olLogmoi, B mJds 9bws, Fbmeme J0M 900
boFogmos 08 owo obisgnobs, @mdagdoi hggb
Voo lyganol jganggedo a39bdomgds. doygbgoogoe
530, 5bg@dsoxobo-bsJs@mggam-my@ Jgmols
dogologbgdols oM Jgmmmaoyn®ds 3GmyMsdsd
bgeno dguPym o3 J3996960L olFmmogemo
Voabygemol monddol yggens 3g@omeols dgbabgd
HMgomo 30meboli gommdsggdsl. dgdmagy
mogdo sm{gBoeos o3 3Mmmy@sdols ML

‘gL ogemoeo s@Jgmamyoygdo dag)mabo.l

This mosaic, created by the Azerbaijani artist
Huseyn Hagverdi, depicts the unifying nature of the
pipeline that links Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey,
including the resultant economic and cultural
benefits. Each country is represented by images

of historical monuments located in their respective
capitals. The mosaic is located at the Caspian
Enegry Centre at the Sangachal oil and gas
terminal, 55km from Baku.
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Azerbaijan
by Najaf Museyibli?

Paleolithic/Epipaleolithic Period (2 million
years BC - circa 8000 years BC)

Archaeological excavations at Azikh cave in the
Garabagh region of Azerbaijan demonstrate that
ancient people populated this territory circa 2
million years ago. Discovered within the cave was
a mandible fragment belonging to an Azikhantrop
human that dates to 350,000-400,000 years ago in
addition to one of the world’s oldest discoveries:
the remains of a fireplace dating to 700,000 years
ago. The Middle Paleolithic Period, dating to
approximately 150,000 years ago to 35,000-40,000
years ago, was the era of the Neanderthals. Rich
artifact finds that were discovered in Azikh cave
and neighboring Taghlar cave reflect the daily
lifestyles and technological progresses (such

as stone tool development) fostered by Middle
Paleolithic people. Modern humans continually
developed new technologies as they expanded
geographically. Presently, modern human origin
scholarship focuses on cave and shelter sites.

The Upper (Late) Paleolithic Period in the
Caucasian and Anatolia regions commenced circa
35,000-40,000 years ago and progressed until the
14th millennium BC. This was followed by the
Mesolithic-Epipaleolithic Period, which spanned
from the 13th through the 8th millenniums BC.
Technology continued to improve in the form of
more complicated stone tools and the creation of
some of the first examples of fine art. The germs
of later forms of production developed during the
Mesolithic Period. *
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Upper Paleolithic and Mesolithic period-related
sites have been discovered in the Caucasus,

such as that located on the Gobustan Reserve in
Azerbaijan. Most notably, Gobustan features rock
art inscriptions that reflect the lifestyle of Upper
Paleolithic and Mesolithic people in addition to
buried archaeological material. Gobustan became
especially important to Azerbaijan’s own history
when archaeologists discovered Mesolithic burials.
Anthropological analysis has shown that the skull
traits of humans found in these burials are linked
to today’s Azerbaijani population. *

Neolithic Period (ca. 7000 — 4500 BC),
Eneolithic/Chalcolithic Period (ca. 4500 —
3500 BC), and Early Bronze Age (ca. 3500 —
2200 BO)

The transition from the hunting-and-gathering
societies of the Paleolithic Era to farming-based
communities —a shift commonly known as the
Neolithic Revolution —culminated in the Neolithic
Age. One hallmark of the Neolithic Revolution
was the development of farming and cattle-
breeding strategies based on sedentary societies. A
new cultural pattern developed in the Kura basin
of western Azerbaijan and southeastern Georgia
known as the Shumatapa culture. Examples of this
culture were found during excavations in the AGT
pipelines corridor.

The emergence of early copper metallurgy
alongside traditional stone tools marked the
subsequent period, known as the Eneolithic

or Chalcolithic Age. During this age, much of
western Asia saw the expansion of isolated
villages into regional trade systems, a hallmark
of incipient civilizations.
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This petroglyth from the Gobustan National
Historical-Artistic Preserve depicts several human
figures, and possibly a representation of a boat.
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Archaeological excavations in the early 1980s
at the old Leylatapa residential area in the
Garadagh region of Azerbaijan revealed

novel traces of the Eneolithic Period. It

was later discovered that the architectural
findings (ironware, infant graves in clay pots,
earthenware prepared using potter’s wheel
and other features) significantly differ from the
archaeological complexes of the same period
in the South Caucasus. From these findings, a
new archaeological culture (the Leylatapa) was
discovered. Research indicates that this culture
was genetically connected with the Ubeid and
Uruk cultures, which were archaeological
complexes in Northern Mesopotamia that date
to the first half of the 4th millennium BC. It has
been determined that the Leylatapa residential
area was built by ancient tribes migrating

from the Northern Mesopotamia to the South
Caucasus during the Eneolithic Period.

In western Azerbaijan, a number of Leylatapa-
related archaeological sites were uncovered within
the BTC and SCP pipelines corridor, which created
tremendous opportunities for critical scientific
research concerned with archaeology in the
Caucasus. Relevant sites include the Boyuk Kasik
(438km), Poylu II (408.8km), Agilidara (358km)
settlement sites and the Soyuqgbulaq burial mounds
(432km). These monuments are critical for the
investigation of ethnic, economic and cultural
relationships within the Caucasus and Middle
East, which has resulted in scientists from Europe,
Russia and Georgia all showing immense interest
in these sites. For example, a relationship between
the North Caucasian Maykop sites and those

of Mesopotamia was suspected by the scientific
community for many years, however it wasn’t until
archaeological excavations were conducted at the
above-mentioned sites that a link was confirmed.
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The Kura-Araxes civilization of the Early Bronze
Age replaced the Eneolithic Period in the middle
of the 4th millennium BC in the southern
Caucasus. The main features of this society were
the production of bronze, black, and dark gray
glazed pots with hemispherical handles, the rapid
development of a cattle-breeding economy, and the
spread of mound-type graves. The Kura-Araxes
culture extended from the South Caucasus to what
is now the Republic of Dagestan to the eastern
coast of the Mediterranean Sea. It came to an end
in the third quarter of the 3rd millennium BC.

Three kurgan (burial mound) monuments
referring to the Kura-Araxes culture have been
discovered and excavated in the western side of
Shamkirchai river along the pipeline route on 332-
333 km in Azerbaijan. Excavation of these kurgans
has provided valuable information about the burial
traditions, economic and cultural relations of the
Early Bronze Age population of the region.
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Smaller finds from Boyuk Kasik in Azerbaijan
include the clay human and animal figurines
shown above.
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Middle Bronze Age (ca. 2200 — 1500 BC),
Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age. (ca.
1500 - 500 BC)

During the Middle Bronze Age, an early urban
culture appeared in Azerbaijan marked by glazed
pottery. Similar urban residential areas were
discovered and excavated in the Nakhchivan and
Garabagh regions. Also during this period the
Uzarliktapa and Tazakand archaeological cultures
were wide spread throughout Azerbaijan. It was
also a time when local populations strengthened
their economic and cultural ties with Middle
Eastern civilizations. Several graves were found
in Ganja-Gazakh region before the construction of
the pipelines, specifically graves were discovered
at the Babadervish site in the Gazakh region and
near the Garajamirli village in the Shamkir region.
The most extensive archaeological excavations
conducted along the pipelines route were

those settlements that date to the Late Bronze

and Early Iron Ages. A sample of sites that are
located in the Ganja-Gazakh region, Garabagh
region, southeastern Georgia and area northeast
of present-day Armenia are associated with the
Khojali-Gadabay culture dating to the second
half of the 2nd millennium and beginning of the
1st millennium BC. The Borsunlu burial mound
(272km) in the Goranboy region, the Zayamchai
necropolis (365km) in the Shamkir region, the
Tovuzchai necropolis (378km) in the Tovuz
region, and the Hasansu necropolis (398.8km) in
the Agstafa region excavated within the pipeline
corridor all reflect this culture.
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Rectangular Muslim gravestones with ornaments
ascribed to the early medieval times discovered
during the construction and archaeological
excavations on the south-western part of Icheri
Sheher (Old city) in Baku.

Mg Fgolsaygbggool, Jo@m ggmbs,
®@65996GH0Mgd o Iglarodydo
bogaagol Jggd0 s@dmbbps 1553Tgbgdam
bodygdomgdolsl s 5@ Jgmamyoydo
3o0b@goobsls dggao dogol Ladb@gm-
obsgamgm bsfoando.

3B g@eo 39333000 9mdols dgaegdo dogrbswgbgdol @gMgerebdo, Fo@lymo ws dmdsgsao 57



Overall, more than 200 grave monuments related
to the Upper Bronze-Early Iron Age have been
excavated in the pipeline corridor. The deceased
were positioned on their right or left sides with
their arms and legs folded. They typically adorn
trinkets, weapons, earthenware among other
items displayed around the deceased’s body.

The excavation of these rich monuments has
provided ample material for investigating the
ancient funeral traditions of the region. Also of
note during this time are the ancient kingdoms of
Manna (Azerbaijan) and Urartu (eastern Anatolia),
which were contemporaries of the Khojali-
Gadabay culture during the Early Iron Age.
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Pots from the Hasansu site in Azerbaijan were
coated with black polish, or burnished (polished

to a shiny surface) during production. The white
paint on this 17th-16th century BC pot, which is

26 centimeters wide and 24 centimeters tall, forms
a striking pattern that, according to Najaf
Museyibli, symbolizes the sun. Ancient peoples
often considered the sun as a source of fertility

and used its image to decorate house wares and
jewelry. The pot’s rich color and decoration, and the
absence of traces of fire on its bottom, indicate that
it was used to serve guests on special occasions.
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This handsome ceramic pot, which is 28.5 centimeters
high and 31 centimeters wide, was found in the
Tovuzchai necropolis in the Tovuz region of
Azerbaijan in 2004. It dates from the 12th-11th
centuries BC. A highly stylized zoomorphic ornament
on its upper side represents either a snake or a horse.
Many scholars in the Caucasus today interpret
zoomorphic images such as these to be linked to
magic or fertility rituals or decorations.
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This single strand of alluring carnelian beads found
at the Zayamchai necropolis in the Shamkir district
of Azerbaijan in 2003, dates from the Late Bronze
Age to the Early Iron Age. Beads like these were
painstakingly crafted by hand. Najaf Miseyibli
suggests that they were not only worn for their
beauty, but also sometimes for the magical and
spiritual protection they were thought to provide
the wearer, or for their curative value.
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This symmetrical bronze pendant, found at the
Zayamchai archaeological site in the Shamkir
district of Azerbaijan in 2003, dates from the
13th-12th centuries BC, the Bronze Age. It has
a diameter of 10.5 centimeters. The design may
symbolize the sun according to scholars in the
Caucasus, a symbol of warmth and fecundity.
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Excavations near the Girag Kasaman sites (called
Girag Kasaman ll) revealed several burials from the
Antique Period, which in Azerbaijan is considered to
span from the 4th century BC to the 7th century AD.
The grave offerings included a variety of pottery
vessels.
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Early Antique (Hellenistic) Period
(ca. 500 — 200 BC)

Several of the sites along the pipeline route in
Azerbaijan date from what archaeologists call
the Early Antique Period. During this period,
Azerbaijan had close economic-trading and
cultural-political relations with the Near East
and Greco-Roman world. The archaeological
excavations conducted inform us of the high
level of these relations. During this period,

the kingdoms of Caucasian Albania and Iberia
(Kartli) occupied the territories of present-day
Azerbaijan and Georgia, respectively. To the
west and north lived the Scythians, Sarmatians,
and inhabitants of the Kingdom of Colchis.
The Medes, Assyrian, and neo-Babylonian
empires located to the south and southwest were
eventually replaced by the Persian Empire.
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Albanian alphabet, consisting of 52 letters was

created in the 5th century.
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Cyrus the Great, King of Persia, defeated the
Medes in 553 BC. The Persian Achaemenid
Empire, which began with Cyrus, encompassed a
vast area from Afghanistan to Thrace (in what is
today Bulgaria and northern Greece). This Empire
established the critical role the Persians played in
the historical development of southwest Asia and
influenced all the countries of the South Caucasus
and Anatolia.

Following his victory over Darius Achaemenid

of Persia at the Battle of Gaugamela in 331 BC,
Macedonian King Alexander the Great occupied
Media, an event that contributed to the spread

of Greek culture in the South Caucasus. After
Alexander’s death in 323 BC, his empire was
divided among several successors. Eastern
Anatolia and portions of the South Caucasus
(southern portions of Caucasian Albania and
Caucasian Iberia) went to Seleucus (Salavki), a
Macedonian general who established the Seleucid
dynasty, which continued the Hellenization of
the region and strengthened connections with the
Mediterranean world.

The expansion of Roman power into the region
during the last century BC, and the incorporation
of much of it into the Roman Empire during

the first three centuries AD, reinforced the
Mediterranean influences in the region. To
establish its authority, Rome initially dispatched
some of its most famous generals, such as
Lucullus, Pompey, to counter the burgeoning
power of the Parthians from south and east of
the Caspian, and later kept legions stationed in
the area to consolidate its control. The stability
provided by Roman authority helped strengthen
economic and social connections in the region.
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This small vessel, from a jar grave near Yevlakh, b 35¢oMs @i gemo >bgddsoxsbdo,
Azerbaijan, may have been a grave offering. The 9ge0obdo, s@dmbgbomo Ja93@lods@bowsabss.
decorations, burnishing (polishing), and small feet oo Ibs@gagmo yoxgm@dgds, bodMosmgdo

are reflective of a non-utilitarian vessel. Itis likely bgesdodo s d30Mg bmdol ggbo

the pot had a lid, as suggested by the small holes in 3090 gdls, ®™md 00 gmggeEEoy@o

the flaring handles. Ambdo@gdols bogmo @ ogm. dsb, bago@syeme,

Lot Jggero 9bos 3Jmbmgs.
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The state of Caucasian Albania was established
in the 4th century BC. Caucasian Albania covered
the territory of the present day Azerbaijan
Republic and the territories up to Goyja (Sevan)
lake and South Dagestan. Its capital was Gabala
and starting from the 5th century, the city of
Barda. Derbend, Shamakhi, Shabran, Baylagan
were other big cities of this state. Strabo, Ptolemy,
Pliny, Cassius, Plutarch and other antique

period authors have provided information about
Caucasian Albania. Diverse religious traditions,
including Zoroastrianism and Christianity,

were practiced from the first years of AD. At

the beginning of the 4th century, a certain
segment of the Alban society (including political
elites), accepted Christianity. The existence of
different religions in Albania is shown at burial
sites, including pots, wooden boxes, catacombs
and Christian graves. All of these graves were
encountered in the pipelines corridor. The
aforementioned graves of the Caucasian Albany
were discovered and excavated at 200, 204,

241, 316, 335,.336, 406, 408.8, 409.1 kms of the
pipeline route. Rich domestic items, trinkets

and weapons were found in these graves; they
proved that different types of craftsmanship were
highly developed in Caucasian Albania. Jewelry
brought from the Near East provides information
on Albania’s vast economic and cultural relations.
Remains of one residential area dating from the
5th-3rd centuries BC and several burial sites were
discovered during archaeological excavations
conducted near the Girag Kasaman village in

the Agstafa region. In spite of the rural nature of
this settlement, the remains of a metal-working
kiln and numerous spindle whorls indicate

the presence of local metal-working and

weaving industries.
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Antique Period-Early Medieval Period (ca.
200 BC - 650 AD)

The later Antique Period is identified with the
Roman Empire and the first centuries of the
Byzantine Empire. The end of this Period is
generally dated, by archaeologists in Azerbaijan,
to coincide with the rise of Islam. This period

saw Rome’s expansion into southwest Asia, as
well as the subjugation of the unified Caucasian
Albanian Kingdom of the South Caucasus by the
Persian Sassanid Empire. The Sassanians strove

to subjegate the South Caucasian states, while
simultaneously attempting to limit incursions from
northern tribes originating from the south Russian
steppes. In pursuit of the latter, they built a series
of walls near Derbent, Azerbaijan. Imposing
remains still stand, forming one of the region’s
largest extant fortresses. In 5th century Albanian
alphabet, consisting of 52 letters was created.

Inscriptions at Gobustan and near Derbent
document the Roman presence in the Caucasus.
Rome’s 12th legion, which was based at different
times in Cappadocia and the highlands east of
Anatolia, may have exercised Roman dominion
over the greater Kura Valley and placed forces at
the Derbent Gates. From this strategic location, the
Romans could have controlled movement between
the North Caucasus Mountains and the Caspian
Sea, thus restricting the migration of Goths and
Huns from the Russian steppes. Azerbaijani
archaeologists and historians believe that the
community of Ramany on the Absheron

Peninsula north of Baku may have begun as

a Roman encampment.
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Members of the 12th Roman Legion (“Fuminata”)

carved this important rock-art panel from Gobustan,

Azerbaijan, during the reign of Emperor Domitian,
ca. 75 AD. The legion, stationed in Cappadocia,
was tasked with guarding Eastern Anatolia and the
South Caucasus.
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The AGT Pipelines Archaeological Program
found a few examples of Antique period and
later Medieval sites. The Seyidlar II residential
area in the Samukh district (316 km) and the
settlement and graveyard near the Chaparli village
in the Shamkir district (335/336 km) are two
such examples. The Chaparli site in particular is
noteworthy because it contains Early Medieval
graves and architectural remains. The carved
limestone decorations in the area, one of which
appears to depict a cross, led the excavators to

interpret the structure as an early Christian chapel,
belonging to a local Albanian community.
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This historic caravansaray (inn) in Sheki,
Azerbaijan, has been refurbished as a
contemporary hotel complex, with brick-lined
corridors opening onto a courtyard.
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Medieval Period (ca. 650 — 1800AD)

The Medieval Period in Azerbaijan saw the arrival
and growth of Islamic culture, continuation

of political upheaval, economic gains, and a
flourishing intellectual environment whereby
advances were made in the sciences and

arts. In the middle of the 7th century, prior to
Arabian advancement, the Mihranid Dynasty

of Caucasian Albania dominated in Azerbaijan.
This dynasty also reported to the Iranian

Shahs — Sasanian overloards. The Mihranids
supported the Sasanians in fights against the
Arabian conquerors during the 7th century. This
support continued when the Arabian conquerors
defeated the Sasanians completely and put an
end to the dictatorship of the Sasanians over Iran
and the South Caucasus. Finally, the Mihranids
formed a military alliance with the Arab Islamic
Caliphate. In the 9th century in Azerbaijan under
the leadership of Babek, the Mihranids started a
great struggle to break free from Arab rule which
lasted for 20 years. During this period certain
portions of Azerbaijan began to be recognized

as Arran. Yet during this period many Arabs

also settled in Azerbaijan and became part of

the ruling elite. Many of the local Christian and
Zoroastrian populace slowly converted to Islam,
although Christian communities are thought to
have survived well into the Medieval Period. Upon
the elimination of Arabian domination, local state
authorities were established in Azerbaijan. Of
them, the State of Sajiler connected all the historical
lands of Azerbaijan for the first time. The State of
Shirvanshahs, the center of which was Shamakhi,
existed circa 1,000 years AD.
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During the 10th and 11th centuries AD, the
Shaddadids and Ravvadids dominated portions
of what is now Azerbaijan. Over time, the Seljuk
Empire, which expanded from Central Asia to

the Aegean Sea, subjegated Iran and the southern
Caucasus as well. Under the local sway of atabegs
(governors) who ruled from their capital of
Shamakhi, Azerbaijan played significant cultural
and economic roles during the Seljuk period. For
example, the great poets Khaghani and Nizami
gained fame well beyond Azerbaijan, and continue
to be revered for their eloquence and skill. Large
cultural and commercial centers such as Ganja,
Beylagan, Tabriz, Nakhchivan, Shamakhi, and
Shamkir, each with populations in the tens of
thousands, were developed during this period.

Seljuk domination of the territory of Azerbaijan
came to an end during the early 13th century AD,
under pressure from Mongols who were moving
in from Centra I Asia. In 1235, they and the Tartars
destroyed many of the key cities in Azerbaijan,
such as Ganja and Shamkir, and incorporated
Azerbaijan into the Mongol Empire. Subsequent
unrest followed an invasion by the forces of Amir
Timur (Tamerlane) in the late 14th century. It was
at this time that the Garagoyunlu and Aghgoyunlu
states managed to subjugate surrounding regions.
At the beginning of the 16th century, Shah Ismayil
established the Azerbaijan Safavid State and Tabriz
became its capital. Developing rapidly, this state
connected all political bodies from Central Asia to
the Mediterranean Sea and evolved into a mighty
empire. 3
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Archaeologists from the Institute of Archaeology
and Ethnography and Azerbaijan’s National
Academy of Sciences, have conducted
archaeological excavations in a number of
villages dating back to the Medieval Period,
including Girag Kasaman in the Agstafa district,
Dashbulag in the Shamkir district and Fakhrali

in the Goranboy district. These archaeological
sites create opportunities for understanding the
economic activity, burial and domestic practices,
inter-regional trade networks, and historical
understanding of the Islamic period in Azerbaijan.
They also augmented understanding of domestic
activities and burial practices, as well as economic
relations and transportation routes along the Silk
Road, as revealed by the trade goods and fine
crafts recovered. The continuity of occupation at
many of these sites may reflect an unusual degree
of cultural stability, in spite of the political turmoil
of the period.

Extensive excavations dating to the Medieval
Period were conducted in cities of Azerbaijan
during the second half of the twentieth century, but
there were no thorough investigations of village-
type settlements. That gap was addressed to some
extent by the archaeological excavations conducted
within the pipelines corridor. Chapter 3 reviews
some of these sites in detail.
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In 2004, these gold earrings, 3.4 centimeters in
diameter and dating from the 5th-4th centuries

BC, were found in Azerbaijan’s Samux region in a
woman'’s grave, placed near her ears. The ends

of the earrings are in the shape of the head of a
snake, which in ancient times may have represented
wisdom, a sense of unity, and protection. The snake
image has also been associated with medicine and
the underworld.
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Georgia

Paleolithic/Epipaleolithic Age (ca. 1.8 million
years — 8000 BC)

The native name for the country of Georgia is
Sakartvelo, named after the ancient Georgian tribe
Kartli, which played the central role in the long
process of ethnogenesis of the Georgian nation.
The territory of modern-day Georgia has been
inhabited since the Paleolithic Age. The earliest
remains of human ancestors outside of Africa
were unearthed at the Dmanisi archaeological site,
which dates from approximately 1.8 million years
ago. The site has yielded the remains of at least five
pre-human hominids, and examples of some of
the earliest tools associated with human ancestors.
Later prehistoric remains (Paleolithic, Mesolithic,
and Neolithic) have been discovered in numerous
caves and open-air sites in Georgia. No sites from
these periods were, however, found along the
pipeline route in Georgia, even though surface
findings indicated that there should be Stone Age
or other pre-Chalcolithic sites in the area.
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Chalcolithic/Eneolithic (ca. 5500 — 3000 BC)

The early agricultural culture of the Caucasus
developed during the 6th millennium BC, and
by the second half of the 4th millennium BC, it
had evolved into the Kura-Araxes culture that
extended across the Caucasus, northern Iran, and
eastern Anatolia.

The AGT Pipelines Archaeological Program
involved excavations at several archaeological
sites from the Chalcolithic/Eneolithic and the Early
Bronze Age periods along the pipeline route in
Georgia. One of these, Nachivchavebi, located

in the Tetritskaro District and believed to date
from approximately 3,700 to 3,200 BC, contained
artifacts from both the early agricultural and
Kura-Araxes cultures. The excavations revealed
storage pits and several burial sites. The artifacts,
including ceramics and obsidian and bone tools,
suggest that the population was mainly occupied
with agriculture, stock-breeding, and small-scale
handicrafts. The burial sites have contributed to
understanding the evolution of burial practices in
the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Ages.

Ethnobotanical remains suggest that crop
cultivation, horticulture, and wine production
were well-developed by that time and that barley,
hazelnut, chestnut, millet, mushrooms, grapes,
buckwheat, and common wheat were likely
foodstuffs. Faunal materials from wild species
(horses, boars, noble deer, and elk) and domestic
animals (goats, cows, oxen, and sheep) point to a
combination of animal husbandry and hunting.
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The Tiselis Seri settlement and cemetery in the
Borjomi District provide valuable data about the
next stage of development of the Kura-Araxes
culture. The site contains a village and a cemetery

from the second quarter of the 3rd millennium BC.

The most important artifacts from the excavations
here are pottery. The vessels are handmade, not
wheel-thrown, and the larger ones are decorated
with relief spirals or other curvilinear motifs.

The site also yielded fibers of wool and flax, and
the presence of multi-colored threads indicates
that weaving was practiced. There is evidence of
connections to northeastern Anatolia during the
time the site was active.

Early Bronze Age (ca. 3000 — 2000 BC)

Early Bronze Age societies seemed to have been
relatively stable socially and economically. In
the middle of the 3rd millennium BC the Culture
of Early Bronze Age Kurgans developed in the
Eastern Caucasus. It co-existed with the later
stage of the Kura-Araxes culture in the Southern
Caucasus and was situated between between the
Kura (Mtkvari) and Araxes rivers. Both cemeteries
and settlements have been uncovered in this
area. Typically, houses were single story, mud
and stone brick that were reinforced with wood
frames. The primary new element of this culture
was a distinctive burial ritual: the deceased were
buried in kurgans, graves defined by stone or soil
mounds; in some cases, the kurgans exceeded
100 meters in diameter and 8-10 meters in height.
The Culture of Early Kurgans persisted through
the end of the 3rd millennium BC. The Kura-
Araxes culture also characterized with special
ceramic decorative traits and the bronze smelting
technology in the mid-fourth millennium BC.
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Without doing harm to the artifacts found along the
pipeline, archeologists used white caulk to recreate
broken pots. All restorations must be reversible

so that the artifacts can be returned to the original
state in which they were found should further study
be required. This pot from Tkemlara demonstrates
the technique.
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Two kurgans, both dated to the mid-3rd millennium
BC, were excavated in different parts of Georgia—
Tori and Kvemo Kartli —during the pipelines
project. The Tori site, known as the Kodiani Kurgan,
is located on a ridge dividing two drainages of the
Kodiana Mountain in the Borjomi district. A rock-
filled mound measuring 14 meters in diameter with
a pit (burial chamber) defines the kurgan at this

site. Fragments of the burned human remains of a
woman of about 50 in the burial chamber suggest
that the deceased was cremated. The items buried
with her included pots with black polished surfaces,
one of which was decorated with incised and
grooved ornaments. Generating the most interest,
however, was evidence of apiculture (honey
making) in the burial’s ceramic vessels. Previously,
the earliest archaeological evidence of apiculture
was found in Asia Minor and Egypt, but the Tori
site now appears to represent one of the earliest
honeymaking locations.

The Tremlara Kurgan was found at the Kvemo
Kartli site in the Tetritskaro district. It lies on the
slope of the Bedeni Mountain and is characterized
by a circular, rock- and soil-filled mounds 23m in
diameter that encompassed two human graves
(both 3rd millennium BC). The first grave, which
did not have human remains inside of it, occupies a
main central chamber cut in the bedrock and filled
with stones, and contained a polished stone axe,
bronze dagger, several small pots, and carbonized
fragments of four wooden chariot wheels. The
second grave is cut into the northwest side of

the main chamber, and contained the remains

of a woman. Both graves date to the mid-3rd
millennium BC.
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Middle Bronze Age (ca. 2000 — 1600 BC)

The Middle Bronze Age corresponds to Trialeti
Culture (2000-1500 BC) in Georgia. The culture

is named for the Trialeti Plateau, the area of
southcentral Georgia traversed by the pipeline.
The culture is best known for large and elaborate
tombs and kurgans and cobbled access roads.
These kurgans are famous for their brilliant grave
goods that contain ceramic and bronze objects,
which include fine jewelry.

Although these elaborate burial rituals suggest a
complex social structure, almost nothing is known
about the domestic life of Trialeti people because to
date very few examples of Trialeti settlements have
been found.

During the pipeline construction, a settlement
from the Middle Bronze Age was excavated in
the historical province of Georgia Trialeti, Tsalka
District, on the plain north of Jinisi village, on
the left bank of Gumbatistskali River. The Jinisi
settlement consisted of two construction layers.
Some of the earliest artifacts also came from the
Mousterian or Middle Paleolithic.

The most important discoveries, however, were the
houses and artifacts from the Middle Bronze Age.
Four houses dating back to the end of the Middle
Bronze Age featured a semi-dugout design. Stone
walls were built in single-row bond masonry, and
the floors were leveled with clay. Stone bases that
fixed the wooden columns were situated in front
of the walls and at the center of the interior. The
columns supported flat roofs, and each house
contained an oven and a hearth. The construction
technique was similar to that used in the burial
chambers of kurgans of the Trialeti Culture. The
pottery discovered on the floors of the houses was
black-burnished and ornamented with imprinted
triangles, again typical of the pottery found in
kurgans of the Trialeti Culture.
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Jinisi is the first settlement where this type of
pottery has been uncovered. Other artifacts found
at the site—a variety of querns, mortars, chopping
tools—along with the results of pollen studies
indicate the advanced development of agricultural
crop production in the 18th-17th centuries BC,
with wheat and rye the major crops. Bones of wild
animals discovered on the floors of the houses
demonstrate the importance of hunting and
well-developed experience with farm animals,
including horse breeding.

Late Bronze-Early Iron Age
(ca. 1600 — 600 BC)

The Late Bronze Age in Georgia saw the start of
the historical distinction between eastern and
western Georgia. Assyrian and then Urartian
written sources contain the first references to
proto-Georgian tribes and states. The proto-
Georgian state of Diauehi (Diauhi or Diaokhi) was
formed in the 12th century BC at the sources of the
Chorokhi and Euphrates Rivers. It is first identified
with the state of Daiaeni and with an inscription
dating from Assyrian King Tiglath-Pileser Is third
year (1118 BC). After centuries of battling for
independence from the Assyrians, in the first half
of the 8th century BC Urartu annexed a large part
of Diauehi. Extremely weakened by these wars,

in the mid 8th century BC Diauehi was finally
destroyed by another proto-Georgian kingdom,
Kulkha (Colchis in Greek sources). Colchis was
formed in the 13th century BC on the eastern shore
of the Black Sea. According to Greek mythology, it
was a wealthy kingdom situated in the mysterious
periphery of the heroic world. Here, in the sacred
grove of the war god Ares, King Aeetes hung

the Golden Fleece until Jason and the Argonauts
seized it. Colchis was also the land where Zeus
punished the mythological Prometheus for
revealing the secret of fire to humanity by chaining
him to a mountain. Colchis disintegrated after the
invasion of Cimmerians and Scythians in the last
quarter of the 8th century BC.
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These necklaces are made of carnelian and 9U gy bodadgdo Ladwombolbs ©s
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A number of bronze pendants similar to the circular
ornament on the right were found in graves of

the Eli Baba Cemetery near Tsalka, Georgia. The
unidentified bronze object on the left, which was
found in a location adjacent to the pendant, may
have also been worn as a decorative item. Several
other bronze artifacts such as pins and bracelets
were discovered at this site.
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Several of the circular stone graves in the Eli Baba
Cemetery were marked by a menhir (vertical stone).
An unfortunate consequence of the use of menhirs
was to signal the presence of the necropolis for
later grave looters. i "

*
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Excavations of the Late Bronze Age graves in the
Eli Baba Cemetery generally yielded few burial
artifacts, perhaps because of looting.
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This necklace of bone and ivory was one of several
found at the Eli Baba site.
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There are no written sources about the territory of
eastern Georgia in the Late Bronze-Early Iron Age.
However, several rich archaeological sites provide
information about the cultural and political
situation. One of the most interesting sites of the
Late Bronze Age, the Saphar-Kharaba cemetery
(discussed more extensively in Chapter 3), was
excavated as a result of the pipeline construction.

Early Classical (Early Antique) Period
(ca. 600 - 300 BC)

Toward the mid-6th century BC, the tribes living
in southern Colchis were incorporated into the
19th Satrapy of Persia. The advanced economy
and favorable geographic and natural conditions
of the area attracted Greeks, who colonized

the Colchian coast, establishing trading posts

at Phasis, Guuenos, Dioscurias, and Pitius

during the 6th-5th centuries BC. According to
archaeological discoveries, Colchis emerged

as an economically and culturally advanced

state during this period, with evidence of key
elements of a strong civilization: civic structure
(territorial-administrative divisions) and central
state authority (the royal dynasty of the Aeetids);
intensive urban life; a complex taxation system;
and cultural manifestations, including architecture.
The eastern part of Georgia is believed to have
been partially under the Achaemenid Empire.
During this period various eastern Georgian tribes
struggled for leadership, with the Kartlian tribes
eventually prevailing. At the end of the 4th century
BC the Kartli (Iberia) Kingdom, the first eastern
Georgian state, was founded.
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This particular object, the head of a bull made of
clay mixed with straw, was found in one of the
structures of the Ktsia Valley settlement dating
from the 6th-4th centuries BC. The bull is believed
to have been a holy animal associated with fertility
and the moon. Depictions of the bull are found at
sites of various periods.
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One of the important Early Antique Period sites
excavated during the pipeline construction is

Ktsia Valley, located in the Borjomi District. The
site, which sits on a bank of the Ktsia River at
2,000 meters above sea level, contains older layers
dating from the Kura-Araxes culture, as well as the
remains of a much larger settlement dating from
the 6th-4th centuries BC.

Most of the structures at the site were built of flat
stones fixed with clay, with evidence of structures
that apparently supported flat roofs. An altar made
of clay mixed with straw, and the head of a bull
(an animal thought to have had ritual significance
and associated with fertility and the moon) made
of the same material, were also found. Generally,
pottery was wheel-thrown; handmade items

were rare. Ornaments were either engraved or
embossed. One fragment of a polished red ceramic
vessel seems to have been imported. Agricultural
activity was somewhat restricted, perhaps because
of the elevation, although cattle-breeding was
important. Barley and oats (species well-adapted
to the local environment) were cultivated. During
the final stages of the settlement’s existence, it was
destroyed by fire several times, possibly as a result
of conquests.

Hellenistic Period (ca. 300 BC -0 AD)

The Hellenistic period is usually said to extend
from the accession of Alexander the Great to the
throne of Macedonia in 336 BC to the death of
Cleopatra VII of Egypt in 30 BC. During the late
4th-early 3rd centuries BC, the eastern Georgian
Kartli Kingdom emerged as a powerful force and
created a single Georgian civilization. According
to written sources from medieval Georgia,
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Parnavaz, the representative of the aristocracy in
Mtskheta, the ancient capital of Georgia, defeated
his rival Azo and declared himself King of Kartli.
Parnavaz created a system of military, fiscal, and
administrative units, subdividing the country into
several counties, called saeristavos, which paid
tributes to the king. Parnavaz also established a
single national cult around the supreme deity,
Armazi, who personified the supreme ruler of

the state. During the 3rd century BC, the Kartli
(Iberia) Kingdom grew in power and expanded

to the west. Incessant warfare characterized the
following two centuries, with the kingdom forced
to defend itself against numerous invasions. When
the close association between Armenia and Pontus
(currently located in north Turkey) resulted in an
invasion by Pompey in 66-65 BC, King Artag of
Kartli was forced to become a subordinate ally

of Rome.

Numerous important sites in Georgia dating
from this time have been excavated, including
cities, temples, and cemeteries. However, until
the pipeline project, no settlements had been
found in this location. The project conducted
the excavation at Skhalta, which included both a
settlement and a cemetery. The structures there
were quadrangular, built of stone and possibly
mud brick. The population mostly engaged

in animal husbandry, along with gardening,
viticulture, and cultivation of wheat and flax.

Sixty graves were excavated at Skhalta, including
square stone tombs and pit burials. There were
bones of sacrificial sheep and goats on the surface
of the graves, and human remains inside them.
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This well-preserved wooden comb (on the right)
from Skhalta, Georgia, is a rare find for a Hellenistic
site. Curly locks were the style of both women

and men, and combs were created to secure hair
accessories made of flowers, myrtle, and ivy, often
in the shape of wreaths. The ear cleaner (left) is

a rare example of one made from bone; most ear
cleaners found from the Hellenistic period were
made of bronze.
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These three tools from Skhalta are made of iron.
The battle axe (left) and the spear head (middle)
were placed next to the face or arms of deceased
male warriors. The rarely found adze (right) was
used to shape and trim wood and may have
belonged to a woodworker.
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Extraordinary artistic ability and craftsmanship

are evident in these fragments of a ceramic lamp
found at a site in Klde, Georgia. It features a relief
of Pegasus, the winged horse supposedly sired by
Poseidon.
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This silver coin is believed to have been issued

by the Parthian King Gotarzes |, who ruled the
Parthian Empire from 95-90 BC. The Empire at its
greatest extent included portions of Georgia, as well
as most of what is today the Middle East.
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This carnelian stone from a silver ring found at
Kide, Georgia, depicts three standing figures
wearing long chitons or mantles folded at the
waist with ribbons. The figure on the right might
be Demeter, goddess of the seasons, while the
central figure might be Nemesis, the spirit of
divine retribution.

ool bodmbsbans bo3mgbo ggdEbaols
@omby
05 ggbbg pymdo, yGdga
y0696T0 godmfgmdomo Lodo Goyygds.
Hx3965 podmlabygagds Fgmofswols
©OMYdL @gmogds )@ 9bs ogmls,
HH o 3o - @gmogddogo dydolidogdols
6999bogo.

Past and Future Heritage in the Pipelines Corridor




Kartli (Iberian) Kingdom to the Late
Classical Period (ca. 0 — 400 AD)

In the first century AD the Kartli (Iberia) Kingdom
was under the cultural influence of Rome and the
Parthian Empires, later replaced by the Sassanian
Empire in 226 AD. Evidence of close political

and cultural relationships between Rome and
Kartli are well represented on a noteworthy stone
inscription discovered at Mtskheta, which notes
that the Roman Emperor Vespasian supported
Mithridates, “the friend of the Caesars” and king
“of the Roman-loving Iberians,” in reconstructing
the fortification of Mtskheta in 75 AD. During

this period, a trade road running from India

to Greece crossed the territory of Kartli. Kartli
controlled the most important passes of the
Central Caucasus, which meant it protected the
central Asian domains of Rome from the invasion
of aggressive nomadic tribes from the northern
Caucasus. Consequently, the Romans profited from
a strengthening of Kartli. The importance of the
Kartli Kingdom to Rome grew in the 2nd century.
During the reign of the Roman Emperor Antoninus
Pius in the 2nd quarter of the 2nd century AD,
King Pharsman II of Kartli visited Rome, where a
statue was erected in his honor.
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During the following two centuries, the new
Persian Empire led by the Sassanid dynasty
made control over the South Caucasus a main
objective of its expansion. Kartli stood firmly
with Rome and opposed the Persian Empire. An
impressive expression of its Roman orientation
was the declaration of Christianity as the state
religion. During the 1st century AD, the Apostle
Saint Andrew brought Christianity into Georgia,
a small part of the population adopted it. Finally,
in 326 AD, during the reign of King Mirian, a
Cappadocian woman, Saint Nino converted
Kartli to that religion. Many scholars argue that
the Georgian alphabet was created in the 4th or
5th century AD to make religious scripture more
accessible to Georgians. The oldest examples of
Georgian writing are from two 5th century AD
inscriptions, one found in a church in Bethlehem,
and the second in the church of Bolnisi Sioni,
currently in the southern part of Georgia.
Although Georgian historical tradition attributed
the invention of the Georgian alphabet to Parnavaz
I of Kartli in the 3rd century BC, there is no clear
evidence of it prior to these inscriptions from the
5th century AD. ¢

Early Medieval Period (ca. 400 — 1000 AD)

Georgia’s medieval culture was greatly influenced
by eastern Christianity and the Georgian Orthodox
Apostolic Church, which promoted and often
sponsored the creation of many works of religious
devotion. During the 5th century AD, Peter the
Iberian (or Peter of Iberia), a Georgian Orthodox
saint and prominent figure in early Christianity,
founded Bethlehem, the first Georgian monastery
outside Georgia. During this period, Sassanian
kings conquered the neighboring countries and
appointed a viceroy in Kartli who promoted the
teachings of Zoroaster. However, efforts to convert
the common Georgian people were generally
unsuccessful.
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The Georgian Alphabets

C 8 a an J s
4. d b ban L o
1. 38 g gan E 8
O © d don 21 S
] H € en (‘r 3
T 3 v vin ..,_ 3
L & 2z zen nl o
l\ 6 €] he (l Y
(F o0 t" tan S
T 0 i n h A
b 3 K Kan C }]
b @ | las ch d
8‘ d m man F 6
h 6 n nar 6 3
o 2 | | je E b
(L ® o on |[| 5
U 3 p par A X
1" g 2 :zan L 3

1. The oldest Georglan alphabet, called Asomtavrull used from the Sth century
2.The present day alphabet called Mkhedrull used from 1 1th century
3, The phonetic values of the letters

4. The names of the phonetic values

sin
c¢in
can
3l
cil
car
ran
q"ar
zan

har

Table showing ancient and modern Georgian

alphabets.
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The Svetitskhoveli (‘itiving‘PiIIarr“) C'at dralin
Mtskheta, Georgia, was built in coﬂh‘n} AD
on the site of an earlier church. Legend holds that
Jesus’s robe was buried at this site.
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In the second half of the 5th century AD, King
Vakhtang Gorgasali successfully unified the people
of the Transcaucasus against the Sassanid dynasty.
He is associated with the founding of Thbilisi. In
the early 6th century AD, Vakhtang Gorgasali was
killed in the struggle against the Persians; by the
end of the century Sassanian kings abolished the
monarchy in Kartli, making it a Persian province.
From the beginning of the 7th century AD,
Byzantium predominated in western and eastern
Georgia, until the Arabs invaded the Caucasus.
Arab invaders reached Kartli in the mid-7th
century AD and forced its prince to recognize the
Caliph as his suzerain. At the beginning of the 9th
century AD, Prince Ashot Bagrationi, the first of a
new, local Bagrationi Dynasty, established himself
as hereditary Prince of Iberia.”

Throughout the Early Medieval Period, Georgian
Christian literature and architecture, mainly
religious, flourished. Commendable examples

of the cultural life of Georgia in this period are

the Holy Cross Church in Mtskheta (6th century
AD), the monastic complex of Davit Gareji, and
the oldest surviving work of Georgian literature,
“The Passion of Saint Shushanik” by Jakob
Tsurtaveli, written between 476 and 483. In the 9th
century AD, a prominent Georgian ecclesiastic, St.
Grigol Khanzteli (Gregory of Khandzta) founded
numerous monastic communities in Tao-Klarjeti
in southwest Georgia. These monasteries and their
scriptoria functioned as centers of knowledge

for centuries and played an important role in the
formation of the Georgian state.
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Excavations for the SCP project produced this
inscribed cross from the Atskuri winery.
Archaeologists believe the inscription stands
for Tsminda and Giorgi (Saint George).
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Georgia from 1000 to 1300 AD baJodonggeem X — XIII Loyznbggddo

In the late 10th and early 11th centuries AD, King X Loggbol @obsldygabs s XI Loygybols
Bagrat III brought the various principalities of obsTyolido dggg doa®sd dgbsdyd

Georgia together to form a united Georgian state. Lodo®mggerml Ladggm-Lsdmsgdhmgdo

In 1121, near Didgori, King David IV defeated the 3o09@mosbs. 1121 Fgeol, 39539 ogom dgmmnbyd,
coalition of Seljuk Turk troops. King David, often mdgenoi 5@ bgdarols Labgamomss

referred to as David the Builder, spared no effort (36mdogo, @oam@ols dsbenmodmaw g gims
to strengthen the country. He reformed the army, M@ 03E0M0 5M3os Josbopads. o6
regenerated the economy;, altered the activities of badbgemm ©s sdobolGdsEoymo Ggxum®ds
the church, and strengthened the governmental hos@ods, ggeglbools @mao ho®dhmgddo dmsdios,
system. When he died in 1125, he left Georgia as a 2o0xobbows g3mbmdogs s gobsd@gos

strong regional power. Lobgardfogogddomds. aodesigomgdols (1125)

‘dgdgy 30 356 Fmsdmdsgarmdsls dagnogdo
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A partially reconstructed jar or cup recovered from a
site near the Chivchavi Gorge in southern Georgia.
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The most glorious sovereign of Georgia was
Queen Tamar (1184-1213), and in Georgia the
period from the 12th-13th centuries AD is known
as “The Golden Age.” The country’s military-
political strength relied on a diverse economy. The
main centers of trade and handicraft were cities,
including Tbilisi, where approximately 100,000
people lived at the beginning of the 13th century.
Centers of education, including the celebrated
Gelati and Ikalto monasteries, created academies
that taught philosophy, astronomy, mathematics,
rhetoric, and music. A collection of Georgian
historical essays entitled Kartlis Tskhovreba,
created in the 12th century, chronicles the lives

of authors from the 8th-12th centuries AD and
became the authoritative description of the history
of Georgia until the time when new essays were
added to the original volume. One masterpiece of
Georgian medieval literature is the romantic epic
by Shota Rustaveli called “Knight in the Panther’s
Skin.” Completed at the end of the 12th century,
Rustaveli’s poem is imbued with humanistic
thoughts and feelings.

Georgia from the 1300 to 1800 AD

Following the invasion of Mongols in the

middle of the 13th century AD, the Georgian
Kingdom began to disintegrate, coming under

the domination of the Mongols by 1240. Although
King Giorgi V reunified the kingdom in the 14th
century, his success was short-lived. During the
subsequent century, the country suffered economic
and political decline. In the end of the 14th century
and in the beginning of the 15th centuries with
ruthless violence, the Tatars of Tamerlane invaded
Georgia eight times. In the 1460s the kingdom
fractured into several states: the Kingdom of
Kartli, the Kingdom of Imereti, Kingdom of
Kakheti and the Principality of Samtskhe. In the
16th century Georgia became a battleground
between the Ottoman and Safavid Empires. Prey
to a succession of invaders at the turn of the

Lodo®mggerml gom-gom bobganmgsb o
2odm@hgya dgnge msdsm dggg (1184-

1213 §§) omgangds. XI-XIII Loggybggdo go
bodo®mggerml obGm@osdo m@ml bobswsos
3bmdoana. Jgg9bols Lodbgo®m-3meno@oggdo
denog@gds gobgoms@gdyge g30bmdogols
994ObmdmEs, 3ggomws god®mdols bgemlibmdols
(396G® 90 — Joansdgdo, dom Jmdols mdognologs,
oo XIII baggybols wolisFyobolbomgols
100000 s@sdosbbyg dg@o 3bmgtmdws.
Logobdsbsmengdamm (396@3®gddo - ogsmmmbs
> 292500l dmboslB®gdol Lobgmasbm Jdyen
535093098 To Mgmoyools gods olfsgmgdmos
o embmgos, SLEGMbmIos, Jongds@ogs,
GodMm@0gs ©s Igbogs. XII boygnbgdo dgoddbs
Jomygao obmmogmo [yotmgdols 3@gdygao
“Jodmenol 3bmgMgds”, dmdgamoi dmdwggbe
bobgddo sbogr-shogro bsdMmmIgdbom ogligdmeo.

393560bE M0 0gdom s3ldgomgena, JosGmgeno

0 gOs@ Mol dgegg@o, doms @ylbmsggeols
3m9ds> “g983boliGyombisbo”, Lfmmgo XII

Loggggbol obsl®yanlss dgJdbogno.

bododmggeoem XIV — XVVII Loyggbggddo

XTI boyggabols 30-00b Fergddo Lods®mggermdo
dmbomengdo dgdmod@bgb s Jgyebs
o0dm@hoen gls. Imbemems ds@mbmdsols J3gybols
ogmgs3 dmdygs. XIV Layzybgdo gomdgo
d®Fgobgomgd dolo bgamobans aogdmosbgds

> 35d@0g@gds Jmobg@bs, doa@sd dobo
Fo@do@gds bobdmgang s@dmhbos; Jgggebs
300G 03705053 S §3mbmdogydsmss

ol gogmo ogm. XIV boggybol dmenmls
> XV bogggbols wobsFyolido LsJsdmggmmdo
M3o%90 o@sdJ@s mgdyd @gbads, Mmdgends
Lob@ogow sombds Jgggysbs. XV Lowggbols
60-056 Yengddo Lodotmggarem Lod Lodggme
(Jodono, 3obgmo s 039Mgmo) ©s gHom
Lsdmagtme (bsdbg) oo dogns, @obsiz XVI
Logggbgdo mldsagmols s 0®sbols 0d3gH0gdls
‘do@ol bodsmggmmbomngol d@dmans dmdygs.
XVII bsygg969do mldsemgdbmob ©s 0056msb

104

Past and Future Heritage in the Pipelines Corridor



17th century, the population of Tbilisi fell to no
more than 10,000 people. By the 17th century,

both eastern and western Georgia had sunk into
poverty as the result of the constant warfare, which
mainly involved battles for supremacy between
the Ottoman and Safavid Empires. Georgian
culture likewise suffered in the 15th-17th centuries.
Nevertheless, there were distinguished examples
of wall paintings, miniatures, embroidery,
literature, and scientific discovery. It was against
this backdrop that Georgian kings sought an ally
in Russia, which annexed the Georgian states in
the 19th century.

Wine production and consumption have held an
important place in Georgian culture and history
for centuries. Written sources and archaeological
material confirm that viticulture was an integral
part of life during the Classical Period, at which
time the god of the vine, Dionysus, was a popular
focus of worship. The myth of Dionysus relates
that he travelled to strange lands where he

taught men the culture of wine. The excavations
uncovered jars dating to the 6th millennium BC at
Shulaveri in southeastern Georgia, with a residue
of wine still present on their inner surfaces. These
jars provide some of the earliest evidence of the
consumption of wine in ancient societies. Grape
pips dating from the 7th-5th millennia BC found at
the same site also suggest the very early cultivation
of vineyards in ancient Georgia.

The tradition of viniculture continued even during
the continuing clashes of armies during this
period in Georgia. Wineries were some of the most
interesting archaeological sites of the Medieval
Period to be excavated along the pipeline route in
Georgia. In the vicinity of the village of Atskuri in
Samtskhe, where viticulture historically has been
a major activity, archaeologists excavated seven
wine cellars dating from the 10th-16th centuries
AD. Their construction and elements are similar to
those found today in Georgian villages.
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This grooved clay vessel uncovered at the
Buytkardi¢ site contained iron residue and the
two holes in its shoulder. The vessel, an artifact
commonly found at Bronze and Iron Age sites in
eastern Anatolia, was likely used for heating and
creating metal objects.
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Turkey

Late Bronze Age to Iron Age (ca. 1500 -
400 BC)

Anatolia was known as the “Land of the Hatti” by
the Akkadians as early as the third millennium BC,
after the Bronze Age people who dominated the
region. The Hittites, an Indo-European-speaking
people, replace the Hattis as rulers of Anatolia
early in the second millennium BC. The Hittites
adopted cuneiform writing from Assyrian traders
and assumed control of the trading colonies
spread throughout Anatolia. At its height, the
Hittite Kingdom extended to Syria and Upper
Mesopotamia, with its capital at Hattusa.

By the second half of the 13th century BC,

the Hittite Kingdom was in decline and being
pressured economically and politically by its
neighbors. It fought the Egyptians in the Levant
under Ramses II, saw the Assyrians defeat its
vassal state of Mittani in northern Syria, and faced
incursions by the Sea Peoples (a confederacy

of seafaring raiders). In 1180 BC the Kingdom
collapsed and devolved into a number of neo-
Hittite city states, including Tabal in southeast
Anatolia and the Mushki Kingdom in Cappadocia
(both now part of Turkey), Carchemish (on

the frontier between Turkey and Syria), and
Kammanu (in south-central Anatolia). The end of
the Hittite Kingdom caused established political,
military, economic, and social relations to change
throughout eastern Anatolia, leading to the
political and economic instability of the Early
Iron Age.

An Early Iron Age Settlement at Biiyiikardig

Hill presented difficult conditions for settlers.
Agriculture in this mountainous area was

difficult due to the high altitude (2,050m), and
long distance from the creek valley below. Yet
within this context of a hilltop overlooking a key
transportation corridor in northeastern Anatolia, a
successful settlement appears to have flourished.
This intriguing settlement yields insights into what
was happening in this period of political unrest.

09O Jgmo

330566M0bx5mEsb @ jobol bobsdwg
(33.§. 1500 — 400F%.)

d3.¥. I swolferggado sbo@manos @ga0mbdo
9dg00g@glo bognbol - ofs@gagdolomgols,
bomols Jgggobo@ 0gm Ebmdoana. obpmyg®m3geno
bgmgdo Igmmg smslfaggmol wobsfyobowsb
hogbo33embgb bomgdls s mogosbmo
dognogBengds sboGmmosby aoogdgegl.
bgmgdds  @y@bdymo sdfghmmds sligmgemo
3ok gd0liaob aoesomgl s 3mbG®mao
©55Fglgl sbs@memools Logokdm Joensdgdby.
deog@gdols bgbo®do dgmao bgmgdols

L5dgxzm Lodosls s bgws dgbmdm@oedosdwyg
30(GIEJOMES, Jon0 gsdsmsdo o bamyls

0gm.

dg.F. XIII Loyygybols dgmeg bobggoddo
bgmgdol Lodgym obyl@os s dgbmdengdds
‘dgg0fOmgds ©0o9Fygl. @ggeb@do ogo gé@Imws
@539l I-ol ga303@ gL, sliy@gmds ssdo@dbs
mogolbo gobsgny®o Jgggobs domsbo, sl
3obaVy306mor mogh glibdmwebgb 4§ begol
boenbgdo. dg.F. 1180 Fgaols bgmgdol Lodgem
s0dogns Modpgbodg bgmbgmy® Jogns -
LobgedFfogmo, msdsggdols (shepsbpgao

Lsdb@ gm-s@dmbsgagmo my®Jgmo), 3glbgools
(ob@sbpgmo o350m30s), Jotbgdodols

(0@ Jgmols s LoMool Lobmgodby) s
J535691 Lodgnmgosw (Lsdbdgmo 396@®s@y®o
SbGM@0s). bgmgdols Ledgnml ©szgdsd
SboGm@mosTdo s@lgdyeo dmmodogy®o,
Lodbg®m, g3mbmdogydo s bmEosgydo
(g0 gdgdo 25dmofg0s @ M gM 30bols
bobol 93mbmdogyed s@OsLEsd0mYGMbsl Esywm

Loegydggeno.

dg09dodohols 8msby, Lo s@gdgobols
bobol wobisbangds smdmbbs, s 3dsme
335300 300mdgo0 0gm. oo Lodsmarols
(bmgol mbowsb 2050 dg@Mo) aodm Lmgeols
dgbgmds of 3g® asbgomsds. 0yo
dgds®gmdes dmols 3§ g9Mg5e0bg, Gmdgenog
hAomm-smdmlsgemgmo sbs@merools
36093690 mgob Lo@®obldm®@m s®Eg@osls
2odmdg e gdes, Molsiz wobsbangdols

106 Past and Future Heritage in the Pipelines Corridor



These classical-era pieces are part of the collection
of the Istanbul Archaeology Museum.
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These cave dwellings, built into “fairy chimneys”
near Goreme in Cappadocia in central Turkey,
appear to have been occupied in the Late Bronze
Age, around the time of the Hittite Empire.
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Colak Abdi Pasha, the bey of the then-Bayazit
Province, constructed the Ishak Pasha Palace
during the late 17th century AD. The location is now
known at Agri Province, Turkey, not far from Mount
Ararat (Agn Dagi).
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The Library of Celsus at Ephesus, Turkey, was
completed in 135 AD.
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This riton, a metal wine vessel uncovered at the
site of the Tasmasor Hill excavation in northeastern
Turkey, depicts a camel, which highlights the

trade connections between the Middle East and
Central Asia.

9L @0Bmbo (wommbols gobfo) Godslme@ols
dmobg, heogm o9 Jgndos sdmbgbogno.
5Ly podmbabymo e gdo, Lags@sywme,
s sedmbsgmgnlbs ©s Fgo sbosl Jmdols
>OLgd gm0 Logsddm yomogdhmmdgdols
>dbobggemos.

Even though this region was a great crossroads for
trade and culture, in some historic periods those
relationships declined very significantly, and there
was a pronounced shift in focus to self-sufficiency
in preference to trade. Biiyiikardi¢ Hill would have
been strategically significant to any ambitious
King because it was situated at the center of crucial
east-west trading routes that extended from

the Araxes and Karasu valleys of the Caucasus,
connecting Persia to Eastern Anatolia. Passing
through this territory, given its high altitude would
have only been possible from spring to autumn, as
snowpacks blocked winter travel.

As the forces holding the region together
(primarily the power of the Hittite Empire)
collapsed, as major trade and population centers
were abandoned or ruined in warfare, and as

the movement of goods and people became a
perilous undertaking, self-sufficient settlements
like Biiytikardi¢ emerged in easily defended
mountainous areas. Evidence of this change

were uncovered in Biiyiikardig: the discovery

of a possible Early Iron Age metal working

shop suggests that an attempt at a measure of
self-sufficiency, and the ceramics found at the

site appear to be mainly of local origin. The
settlement’s location on a hilltop and the discovery
of several metal arrow points also suggest its
occupants were very concerned with defense, even
though the site itself was unfortified. Yet despite
Biiyiikardi¢’s residents apparent desire for self-
sufficiency, the turbulent political climate of the
region forced smaller communities to occasionally
form alliances in order to survive threats.
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The abundance of coarse, handmade pottery
without surface treatment found at Biiyiikardig
is typical of the Early Iron Age. However the
6,650 potsherds categorized into nineteen
distinct ware groups uncovered at this site
establishes the diverse range of stylistic and
developmental attributes present onsite.
Functionally, archaeologists have determined
that some Biiyiikardig potters used wheel-
looms, while others were hand-made. In terms
of design, Biiyiikardig pottery displays red-slip,
burnished, grooved, notched, incised, concentric
circular impressions, rosette stamps, and painted
decorations. Many of these features share
commonalities with vessels found in Northwestern
Iran, Georgia, Armenia, and Eastern Thrace.
Thus providing further evidence that trade was
prevalent at Biiyiikardig.

Findings at Biiyiikardig represent the transitional
period from Late Bronze to Early Iron Age that
occurred in Anatolia during the 12th century and
was probably built soon after the collapse of the
Hittite capital. Most Early Iron Age settlements of
the region were fortified and resettled following
the collapse. The site is unique in that respect
because it was not resettled, and thus provides
crucial material evidence that has not been
disturbed as drastically as related sites that

were resettled.

During the 6th and 5th centuries BC, the Persian
Achaemenid Empire had spread outwards with
increasing power from its capital at Susa. In the
middle of the 1st millennium BC, the Empire
came to include all of Anatolia and the southern
Caucasus highlands. Sites excavated during

the pipelines project at Tetikom and Tasmasor,
situated along one of the ancient roads connecting
central Anatolia with the highlands to the east
and the Araxes River valley, have vastly enriched
knowledge of the region under Achaemenid rule
during the Late Iron Age.
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The front side of this coin, found at Minnetpinari
(where remains of a church with a basilica design
were uncovered), shows a lightly crowned and
draped bust facing right. On the reverse side, a
soldier with helmet and armor is standing with his
head also facing right. He holds a lance in his
right hand and a shield resting on the ground in
his left hand.
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The Hagia Sophia in Istanbul contains examples of
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the finest mosaic art,
depicting Jesus Christ.
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Perhaps the longest continuously inhabited site
found during the archaeological excavations
during this project was Tasmasor. Discovered at
Tasmasor Hill, and located on the Erzurum Plain
of Northeastern Turkey, Tasmasor was of great

geopolitical importance as competing empires vied

for dominance in the ancient world. The Erzurum
and Pasinler Plains separated by the Kargapazari

mountain range form a natural pass just south of

Tasmasor connecting two important regions of

Northeast Anatolia, as well as allowing access from

Anatolia into the Caucasus and Iranian steppe.
Control of this gateway, known as the Deveboynu
pass, was crucial for east-west trade connections in
Anatolia, and was one of the few passable routes
available for Iron Age empires.

Guided by Assoc. Prof. S. Yiicel Senyurt, the
excavation of Tasmasor Hill initially uncovered

a medieval housing complex dating to the 12th
century AD, which contained minimal material
remains. In the midst of unearthing this structure,
Senyurt’s team chanced upon two pit burials

that displayed characteristics common to this
region during the Iron Age. Soon after structural
foundations made from river stones were found
accompanying the previously discovered graves.

Unfortunately the original provenance of artifacts
discovered at Tasmasor has been lost as the
natural stratigraphy of this site was unsettled
from continuous reoccupation. This hindered

the ability for Senyurt and his team to accurately
cross-reference material found at Tasmasor with
that of neighboring sites believed to share cultural
characteristics.
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These Byzantine coins found at Tasmasor Hill,
located in the historically strategic Erzurum Plain of
northeastern Turkey, were likely in circulation until
1070-1080 AD, when the Seljuk Empire assumed
political authority of the region. The coins show
Jesus Christ with a cross on his head and a nimbus
of single-point ornaments on his arms, raising his
right hand as if sanctifying, and holding the Bible in
his left hand.
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The Hellenistic Greek, Roman, and
Byzantine Periods (ca. 400 BC — 700 AD)

The Hellenistic period that began around the

time of Alexander the Great greatly influenced
the regions of Anatolia lying along the pipeline
corridor. The Battle of Issus—the second of three
great battles between the Alexander’s Macedonian
army and the Persian Achaemenids—was fought
in 333 BC on a plain approximately 30 kilometers
from Ceyhan, the terminus of the BTC pipeline.
Emperor Darius III personally led the Persian
forces at Issus. Although the Macedonians were
heavily outnumbered and cut off from their supply
lines, they crushed the Persians, forcing Darius to
flee. He consolidated his army for the subsequent
Battle of Gaugamela, where the Achaemenids
experienced their final, crucial defeat.

Within a few years of these triumphs, Alexander
was dead, and Macedonian General Seleucus
established his own dynasty in the parts of
Alexander’s domain he then acquired. The
Seleucid Empire lasted for several hundred years
and established control over much of the South
Caucasus and Eastern Anatolia. It proved to be

a fascinating melting pot of leadership from the
Macedonian and Greco-Mediterranean worlds, of
indigenous cultures, and of political hierarchies
inherited from the Achaemenids. The resulting
Hellenistic culture combined elements from

east (Persian/Achaemenid) and west (Greco/
Mediterranean). It was expressed in new forms
of art and architecture, an expanding pantheon
of gods, and the spread of a culturally distinctive
style in ceramics and other crafts. Powerful
Mediterranean influences also spread throughout
eastern Anatolia and the South Caucasus during
the Hellenistic Period. Roman control of the region
reinforced economic and social connections there.
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Two Turkish sites researched during the pipelines
project, Yuceoren and Ziyaretsuyu, represent the
Hellenistic and the Roman Periods respectively.
The necropolis of Yuceoren, located near the
pipeline terminus at Ceyhan, contains numerous
tombs cut into the bedrock, where portions of a
sarcophagus and articles used to treat the dead
were found. The settlement site of Ziyaretsuyu,
near Sivas in northeastern Anatolia, contains the
remains of a few domestic structures, painted
ceramics and amphorae (large storage vessels), and
a terracotta figurine that provides a fine example of
classical traits. (Both sites are discussed in greater
detail in the next chapter.)

During the 3rd century AD, the Roman Empire
began to encounter a range of challenges that led
to its decline. These challenges included economic
decline, invasions by “barbarians,” and a general
decay of the social fabric that had been a major
source of the Empire’s appeal to its inhabitants. By
the last decades of the century, the leadership in
Rome was desperate for a way to maintain control
of its sprawling Empire. To this end, Emperor
Diocletian divided rule of the Empire’s western
and eastern parts between himself and a co-
Emperor, Maximian. Less than a decade later, they
added two additional, junior Emperors. These four
rulers, the Tetrarchy, held court in different parts of
the Empire.

After Diocletian’s death in the early 4th century
AD, years of conflict erupted as various aspirants
vied to rule the Empire. By 312 AD, Constantine
emerged as the most powerful, although the
conflicts lasted until 324, when he gained complete
authority over the Empire.
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The excavation of this small room at the Roman-era
bath site of Kayranlikgdzu revealed the heated floor
system known as a hypocaust.
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The Hagia Sophia was built in Constantinople
under the direction of Emperor Justinian during the
6th century AD. It became a mosque after Ottoman
Sultan Mehmet Il conquered Constantinople. After
serving for nearly 500 years as Istanbul’s principal
mosque, it was converted into a museum in 1935.
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This partially broken cigarette holder, discovered at
Akmezer, Turkey, is made from meerschaum, a soft
white mineral.

Constantine was one of the pivotal figures of the
first millennium AD. A convert to Christianity,
he eventually established the precedence of this
religion within the Empire. He also moved the
seat of his rule from Rome to Byzantium on the
Bosphorus and renamed it Constantinople (now
Istanbul), thus shifting the Empire’s center of
gravity to the eastern Mediterranean. Over time,
the eastern part of the Roman Empire came to be
known as the Byzantine Empire. During the

5th and 6th centuries AD, the eastern Empire
grew in power and splendor, reaching its height
during the 6th century AD under the reign of
Emperor Justinian, who introduced the Justinian
Code, attempted to reestablish his authority over
the western parts of the Empire, and presided
over great artistic achievements such as the
construction of the Hagia (or Aya) Sophia (Church
of the Holy Wisdom).

The Byzantine Empire dominated much of the
eastern Mediterranean for several centuries,

at its height controlling territory from Saudi
Arabia to the Balkans, including all of Anatolia,
and spreading the Christianity of the Byzantine
Orthodox Church throughout the region.
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Eventually, however, the Empire lost ground, first
to the incursions of the Arabs and later the Turks.
Islamic armies poured out of Arabia in the 7th
century AD, capturing the Levant, Mesopotamia,
and Egypt within a few years. By late in the century,
a boundary between the Byzantine Empire and
Arab world was established that lasted well into
the 11th century AD, running from west of Ceyhan
through eastern Anatolia to the highlands west of
Azerbaijan. By the 8th century AD, the Abbasid
Caliphate had established a powerful capital at
Baghdad, from which it led the Muslim world.

Archaeological excavations along the pipeline
corridor provided several glimpses into the
world of eastern Anatolia during the Byzantine
Empire. Most of the sites are domestic in nature—
simple villages and communities of ordinary
people who probably went about their daily lives
knowing little about the Byzantine Empire or the
Emperor in Constantinople. Two sites however

at Kayranlikgozii (a public bath complex) and
Minnetpinari, provide glimpses of the more public
side of the Empire.

One of the more fascinating sites along the pipeline
corridor is the Roman period bath complex located
at Kayranlikgozii of Turkey’s Andirin district.
Tucked in between the Kayranlik mountain range
on one side and 12th century AD Geben Castle

on the other, this complex likely dates from the
2nd to 5th centuries AD doesn’t appear to have
many structural relatives. Two notable exceptions
exist in the archaeological record from this period
however, one in Greece and the other in Istanbul.
Yet despite similar architectural elements with other
contemporary sites in Italy, Greece, North Africa,
Europe and Anatolia, Kayranlikgdzii’s design and
construction appears to be unique with respect

to baths constructed in Roman-controlled areas.
This raises some interesting questions regarding
the nature of Roman rule, especially surrounding
the apparent allowance for local influences in
architecture at sites such as Kayranlikgozii.
Furthermore, how did aspects of local customs and
transregional trade interact?
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As is common at bath sites, Kayranlikgozii lacked
substantial material remains necessary for a
concise archaeological analysis. Oftentimes bath
complexes will not uncover material remnants,
however in the case of Kayranlikgozii two coins
were discovered. Inscriptions observed on

these coins suggest that the initial construction

of this complex dates to the early 4th century

AD. Additionally further metal and glass finds
corroborate this estimate.

Minnetpinari, a Roman Period church located near
the Turkish village of Bagdogan, provides some
evidence of religious practice in Eastern Anatolia.
Only the western portion of the basilica church
was excavated, yet the church appears to have
been built in three distinct phases. Initially the
church was constructed atop a three nave floor
plan. The ceiling, supported by large cylindrical
pillars, magnificently displayed connecting
archways around the church. A second, lesser
phase of construction elevated the basement up to
the same level as the main church floor. Finally a
small chapel was attached to the southern nave to
complete the church renovations.

The excavations at Minnetpinari uncovered a
total of 65 tomb burials. The majority of these
burials contained adult males, and with the
exception of two graves, no artifacts were found
in Minnetpinari’s tombs. Most tombs had a very
distinctive arrangement, where two or more
small stones were situated around the head of

the deceased. Gender and Age also factored into
the position of the body. Skeletons laying on

their backs was ubiquitous to all of the honored
dead, however the hands of male skeletons were
crossed at their waist with their hands cupping
their elbows. Conversely, female skeletons crossed
their hands on top of their chests. Children were
positioned with their right hand on their chest
with the left hand supporting the right hand’s
elbow. The elderly also had their own style as their
left hand held the right hand close to the shoulder
and right hand supports the left hand’s elbow
(pudicita type). These distinctive burial positions
were quite common in Christian communities not
exclusive to Eastern Anatolia.

Mo bodgs@mdo 9bogomey@os. dgae by
hoBo@mgdgemds aombmgdds s@Jgmenmygdols
Fobodg @odwgbody 3b0dgbgermgobo jombgs
aoohobs. soligs Logombo @gyombdo Gmdsyaro
3dommggarmdols babosmobs s saommmd®ogo
>@J0HadH Ao HHrogogsol pogargbols
‘dgbobgd; dglolifogamos syommdmog
BB©03090dg BEbLMgy0mbog o godMmdols
B9090900b 3o gboi:

sd5bmgdols IgbFogenolisl, @myme g §gbo,
o3 oy olyg dg360 s@Jgmenmaoyg®o dobogs
3e00begos. sligs Joo®sbaodamby o, dsp@sd
o] Im3mggdgeo m@o dmbgBols Lsdgsegdom
dmbgdbos dgaeol 39969denmdbdol ms@owols
— IV Loggybol @obsfgolols goblsbmg@es.

o swdmbgbogmo s@Jgmamaoydo dslogs
5mbodbyen mosMoml o gfobss@degagos.

Omdogeo bobols sd5bm dobgmegobso

30 gdsMgmdl bmggan dsTmwsbols dobarmodmsw.
o s@lgdyao dsboaozol Fbmenme gOmo,
sbogan gmo, bofogmo goombo@s. godmod g,
O3 BodoM0 MAXJNSS 450 3JmJdIEO.
0530530039 o©, 00 Lodbsgosbo ggegbools
398300 >dgbs. mo@mgsbo 9o o
Gomobrdgm LggHadl gyOebmones. Fydwymd
Lodo®gggemo dmogsdo gaeogliools os@ogodwyg
sdo@ens. slslidya, badbmgmn bogl dizomy

Lodanmggenm doydgbgl.

d0bg0gobosdol aomb@gdolisls 65 Lsdodbo
20dmgenobs. s Bdognyyamms 7dg@glmds
BAOESLOY@o Iodogozo 0gm. bads@bggeno
06396300 dbmenme m®do sedmbbos.
Lbodsdbms 9dg@glmdsdo doigomgdygagools
05390m56 m@0-Lodo 3sGods Jgo opm;

53 ds@gmms 3mbsl jo domo slogo ©s
LJglbo gobsdommdgds. ygges dogomgdyemo
by 073, 353535(390L 0@ayzgdo 3Jmbosm
3OROX FOMYL0bgd Yo ©s bymgso Famby
gomm. Joggdls byengdo 3390©bg 3jmbosm
BOLOX oM Y0bgdymo, bogdggdl jo domxggbs
bgeno d3900bg gomm, domzgbs - Fodxggbols
0sygby. dnbyigdl dodibgbs bgmom
dodxggbs dgamogo gko®om, dodxggbs bgmom
30 - 3o63bgbs owoygo. wogddogngols gl Fgligdo

122

Past and Future Heritage in the Pipelines Corridor



Numismatic material found at Minnetpinari has
helped to piece together the political history and
trade networks of Eastern Anatolia at this time. In
Anatolia during the Early Medieval Period, local
kings and rulers habitually reissued new coins
in their own honor during both their political
inauguration and sometimes throughout their
reign. Minnetpinari is an interesting site in that
it contains coins from multiple empires and time
periods. Of the 46 total coins found at the site, 28
belonged to the 13th century Kilikia Kingdom, 4
to the later Islamic period and 4 to the Christian
Roman Empire (contemporary to the occupation
of the church). All point to the longevity of
Minnetpinari and the diverse political climate

of Anatolia through time.

The Turkish World after 700 AD

In the early 12th century AD, the Seljuk Turks
began their incursions into central Anatolia.
Turkic peoples had come from Central Asia,
where they were the dominant cultural group by
the 6th century AD. By the mid-7th century AD,
the Goktiirks (a nomadic confederation of Turks)
built an empire that included the South Caucasus,
but dynastic infighting led to its collapse. The
Seljuks, a clan within the nomadic Oghuz peoples
of the Aral steppes, established a dynasty that
came to dominate the tribes that had moved into
the Abbasid Caliphate during the 9th and 10th
centuries AD. At first employed by the Caliphate
as slaves and soldiers, the Seljuks gradually
assumed greater authority as they adopted Islam,
which they injected with new energy. By the

11th century AD, the Seljuks had wrested control
of Mesopotamia and eastern Anatolia from the
Caliphate and advanced to Persia, before turning
their attention to the Byzantine Empire to the west.
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In 1071, at the Battle of Malazgirt, the Seljuks,
led by Alp Arslan, defeated a Byzantine army

in eastern Anatolia and captured the Emperor,
Romanos IV Diogenes. (Although freed soon
thereafter, he was deposed.) Within a few
decades, the Seljuks had driven the Byzantine
forces to the Sea of Marmara, and exerted Turkic
dominance across much of Anatolia.

The Seljuk Empire had an important historical
role in the dissemination of the Islamic faith

and in its defense against anti-Islamic crusaders
from Europe. It lost its dominance over Anatolia,
although it remained a force in Mesopotamia and
Anatolia until its final collapse under pressure
from the Mongols in 1243. The Seljuk Sultanate
of Rim, a fragment of the dismembered empire,
controlled a large part of central and eastern
Anatolia as far as Lake Van until the end of the
13th century —in its latter years, as a vassal state
to the Mongol Empire. The Sultanate, which
ruled for over 200 years, helped to establish the
Turkish character of the region, and created

a system of han or caravanserai (roadside
commercial buildings along trade routes) that
fostered commerce from central Asia to the
Mediterranean.

For 350 years, the Byzantines managed to

fight off the Seljuk Turks. By the 14th century
AD, however, a new force among the Seljuks’
successors had emerged, marking the beginning
of a new era. Anatolian beyliks (Turkic states
ruled by beys) gained power as the Sultanate

of Rtim declined. One of the beyliks, led by
Osman I of the Osmanoglu, spread its power
across western Anatolia, forming the basis for
the Ottoman Empire. During the 14th century,
Osman’s descendants gained greater control

of Anatolia. After their victory against the
Byzantines at the Battle of Adrianople in 1365,
they moved their capital to Adrianople in what
is now the European part of Turkey. This defeat
isolated Constantinople from the rest of Europe
and positioned the Ottomans to move against
Greece and the Balkans.
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Within two decades, the Ottomans took control
over much of the southern Balkans. This Ottoman
expansion was halted in 1402, following defeat

at the hands of the Mongol warlord Tamerlane at
the Battle of Ankara, and for a time, the Ottomans
were vassals of the Mongols.

The expansion of the Ottoman Empire resumed
under the Sultans Mehmet I, Murad II, and
Mehmet II. It was under Mehmet II, known as
the Conqueror that Constantinople finally fell to
the Ottomans in 1453 AD, bringing the Byzantine
Empire to a close. Mehmet II continued the
expansion into the Balkans. At the time of his
death in 1481, the Ottomans had an army in Italy
marching on Rome. Under Selim I and Suleiman
I (known as the Magnificent), the Empire came to
include much of the Middle East and the Levant,
Egypt, and North Africa. In 1529, Suleiman
pushed westward and laid siege to Vienna.
Although Vienna’s defenders held out against the
Ottomans, the attack underscored the threat that
a powerful Ottoman Empire posed to Europe, a
threat that lasted for three more centuries, as the
rising powers of the West faced off against the
Ottomans in numerous battles from Gibraltar

to the Black Sea. The result is the patchwork of
numerous Christian and Islamic communities
that co-exist in the region today. The Ottomans
were dominant over a vast area and continued to
control much of the Mediterranean region until
World War I. Today Turkic peoples can be found
from Anatolia through central Asia to western
China. In Anatolia, Turkish society combined
elements of the classical and Byzantine worlds
with eastern cultural influences.

Two archaeological sites found along the
pipelines corridor in Turkey relate to the Ottoman
Period. Cilhoroz and Akmezar are located

near Erzincan in northeastern Anatolia, not far
from the great trade routes that passed through
Erzurum. Both sites date from the final years of
Byzantine control of the region and illustrate the
simple, rural side of Anatolian life during the
Middle Ages.
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The fertile lands of the Erzincan-Cayirl region,
where the Akmezar settlement was located,

were well suited for irrigation and also on
transportation routes. Ceramics dating from the
11th to the 14th centuries AD, found at Akmezar,
displayed a limited number of sgraffito glazed
and other decoration techniques. A large number
of practical containers typically used for storage
and transportation were present, indicating a
settlement of modest size and regional influence.
Both the Erzincan and Cayirli regions during

the 11th though 14th centuries were densely
populated, yet seem to have had a highly mobile
population. Many of the structures uncovered

in this area were crudely built and could be
abandoned easily. Ram sculptures were also
found at Akmezar, Baskdy and other villages.
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It should be noted that the dates assigned here to
archaeological periods vary for each country, reflecting
each country’s historical context. In light of national
historiographic traditions, and out of respect for the
works of the many historians from whom this volume
drew, the authors of the present work decided to cite
and retain some alternative or divergent perspectives
on the past, as applied to specific regions. Further,
given some of the methodological challenges of
archaeology, this diversity of views can contribute

to understanding of events and places about which
active research on archeological finds, documents,
inscriptions, and literary records continues.

This section on “Azerbaijan” is authored solely by Dr.
Najaf Museyibli of the Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography, Baku, Azerbaijan.

M.M.I'yceitnos. Pannue craaum 3aceseHns 4yea0BeKa
B Iterepe AsbIX. YueHsle sanucku As.I'oc.Yausep.,
cep. ucropuu u pruaocoduu, No 4. baky,1979;
M.M.I'ycernos. /pesanit maaeoauTt AsepbaiiaKaHa.
baxy, 1985; Mansur Mansurov. Qafqazda ilk

paleolit abidslari. Azarbaycan arxeologiyas1 vo
etnoqrafiyasi jurnali. Ne 2, 2003; Mancypos M.
ITaseoaut Asepbaiigxana. MesxxayHapo/Has HaydHast
koHpepeHIVI «Apxeoaors u dTHoAorM: KaBkasa»,
T6nancn, 2002; C.C.Beanes, M.M.Mamncypos. K
BOIIPOCY O BO3pacTe APeBHENIINIX CA0eB A3BIXCKOM
neniepHot crosHKu. Jokaaasr Axagemun Hayk
Aszepbartigxana, 1999, No 3-4).

PM. Kacumosa. Ilepsrie naseoanTporioaornyeckue
Haxoaxu B Kobricrane Xypa. «Borrpocs
aHTPOIIOAOTUI» BhIII 46. Mocksa — 1974).

0O.9¢enanes. AzepbaligKaHCKOe TOCy4apCTBO
Cedesugos B Havase XVI Beka, baxy, 1981.

The writing of the Georgian language has progressed
through three distinct forms; Asomtavruli, Nuskhuri,
and Mkhedruli. At times these graphic forms were
used together and shared some of the same letters.
The most recent alphabet, Mkhedruli, contains more
letters than the two earlier versions, although those
extra letters are no longer needed for writing modern
Georgian.

The Bagrationi Dynasty ruled Georgia until the 19th
century AD, when the Russian Empire annexed
Georgia
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jurnali. Ne 2, 2003; Mancypos M. ITaaeoant
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Cedesnaos s Hauaze XVI Beka, baky, 1981.
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This small pot with lid from Yevlakh, located in
central Azerbaijan, may have held a grave offering.
A cord passed through a hole at the top may have
secured the lid.
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The friezes on this terracotta plaque from the
Georgian site of Klde were carved rather than
pressed. The style of the animals on both the upper
and lower levels is characteristic of Persian reliefs.
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This iron ring with a carnelian stone was found at
Yuceoren in a double-chambered tomb that yielded
numerous other finds, including the remains of

22 individuals, of whom 14 were adults and 8

were children.
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to portray what they considered
~ their distinctive characteristics

t from others. Clothing,

thaﬂ‘%ﬁ
jewelry,

decorative elements of utilitarian objects

aponry, coins, and the form and

such as tools and vessels all bespoke
something about their owners’ cultural
he-ritage, family or personal status, religious
beliefs, and group memberships. The use

- of material culture to proclaim something

~ distinctive about their creation or use is also
found in architecture, monuments, burial
sites and practices, religious symbols, and
other forms of material culture.
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The South Caucasus and eastern Anatolian
regions have seen much influence from external
cultures, often because of trade connections and
invasions. Material evidence of diverse cultures
lies hidden under the soil until disturbed by later
generations. Such was the case with the pipelines
project. Excavations of sites discovered during
the pipelines construction unearthed many
exciting finds that have deepened and enriched
understanding of the peoples and societies

that created them, as well as raising intriguing
questions that only further excavations and
research will resolve.

The archaeological sites described in this chapter,
each unique in terms of age, function, and finds,
are only a small fraction of the hundreds found
during the course of the pipeline project. The
primary aim in this chapter is to give an account
of the material evidence uncovered from them,
encourage further study, and foster appreciation
of the regional peoples and their environments.
The first three sites are located in Azerbaijan,
the second three in Georgia, and the final three
in Turkey.
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Azerbaijan

Dashbulaq

Dashbulagq is one of a series of Medieval sites
found in the Shamkir region in northwest
Azerbaijan. Additional sites from the same period
are located at the Faxrali village in the Goranboy
region and at the Lak and Hajiali villages in the
Samukh region, also in the northwest. Ganja was
one of the largest cities in the Caucasus during
the late Middle Ages, before an earthquake in
1139 killed thousands of people. Shamkir was an
important fortress on the Shamkir River and the
scene of several battles during the early Middle
Ages. These various sites provide examples

of distinctive, localized examples of medieval
society in the area. The remains of historic bridges
on the Zayamchai and Shamkirchai Rivers reflect
the engineering of the time. Caravans following
the greater Silk Road would likely have crossed
these bridges as they passed through this portion
of Azerbaijan.

The Dashbulagq site is notable for the number

of its archaeological layers, which speak of
sequential periods of occupation, destruction,
and rebuilding. The village at Dashbulaq was
most active between the 9th and 11th centuries
AD. Because only a small part of the village site
was uncovered excavations took place only where
the pipeline route passed directly through the
village —it is only possible to speculate about
what else might be there. A permanent settlement
or town from the period might have contained

a bazaar, caravanserai (inn), mosque, and
madrasah (school). The excavations at Dashbulaq
did, however, reveal numerous features that
archaeologists would expect to see in permanent
villages and settlements. These features, which
also have ethnographic parallels today, include
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Tandirs (ovens) such as the two above are a
common feature at sites from the Medieval Period.
They were constructed from coiled clay and fired
in place.
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Zoomorphic images of birds, goats, dogs, and wild
animals were stamped into the shoulders of several
pots from Dashbulag.
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tandirs (clay-formed ovens), massive storage pits,
and burial sites. Among the recovered artifacts
are typical domestic items such as utilitarian
ceramic cooking vessels and finer serving vessels
(including a well-preserved stamped pot with

an animal motif and glazed pottery in a typical
Islamic style). Personal items included fragments
of several glass bracelets. The stratigraphy of

the material evidence also seems to indicate

an initial Christian community followed by a
later Islamic one. This transition seems to have
occurred at some time in the middle of the 9th
century. The pipeline-related excavations found
six Christian graves- a relatively small amount of
material reflecting this seemingly earlier Christian
community at Dashbulaq. However, it is not
entirely clear whether these graves belong to the
same period.
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Zayamchai and Tovuzchai

Multiple graves at Zayamchai and Tovuzchai,
two closely related necropoli excavated along the
pipeline corridor in Azerbaijan, yielded extensive
insights into the burial practices in the Late
Bronze Age and Early Iron Age (approximately
1,400-700 BC).

In 2002, archaeologists of the Institute of
Archaeology and Ethnography first recorded the
Zayamchai necropolis (or “city of the dead”),
located on the east banks of the river of the same
name, during baseline surveys carried out during
Stage 1 of the project. Subsequent excavations
conducted in 2003 uncovered over 130 graves
that yielded hundreds of intact pottery vessels,
many unique bronze artifacts (including daggers,
javelin points, and various decorative pieces),
and other ritual objects. The findings indicate
that advanced Late Bronze Age (Xojali-Gedabey)
cultures were present in the Kura Valley at the
end of the second millennium BC. The variety and
skilled workmanship reflect a highly coherent,
structured local society.
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Archaeologists will be working for years to come to
interpret the markings scratched on the bottom of
this pot before it was fired.
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This distinctive three-legged shallow footed vessel
is decorated across its top and bottom.
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The project’s planning team rerouted the
pipelines in this area to avoid impacting two
other significant cultural heritage sites located
nearby. One was a large and complex settlement
that seems to date from the Late Bronze Age,
and the second was a historic bridge crossing the

Zayamchai that likely dates from the Middle Ages.

The Tovuzchai necropolis, uncovered on the
west bank of the river of the same name, was
similar to the necropolis at Zayamchai. The 80-
plus graves excavated at this site during 2004
and 2005 similarly revealed a rich burial culture.
Particularly noteworthy were the complete pots
with the remains of the deceased; in some cases
over 20 complete pots had been buried at the
same time. Other items from the graves included
bronze daggers and arrowheads, bronze bosses
(a circular bulge or knoblike form protruding
from a surrounding flatter area), and hundreds of

beads made from carnelian, agate, and glass paste.

The internments at the sites seem to have taken
place over several hundred years without notable
interruption.
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These bronze decorations likely were worn on
the chest and may have been designed to
represent snakes.

5@0byxoml 58 odgogml, Hmdgembgos,
bogo@MoyEmE, 339 gdos godmbsbymo, sadsm
33900%g 5HM 9oy

3B gageo 39333000 9mdols dgaegdo dogbswgbgdol @gmgeyebdo, Fo@dlymo ws dmdsgsao 145



The Tovuzchai graves were of two general types:
shallow ones covered by rounded river stones,
and deeper earthen ones. There is no clear pattern
with respect to grave depth and composition of the
items placed in them; some burial chambers were
large but modestly furnished, while others were
small but filled with rich arrays of burial items. In
some, the skeletal remains were disarticulated; in
others, the individuals were buried with animals.
The head of the skeleton in one grave rested on

a number of polished and painted ceramic plates
and pots. This arrangement may reflect specific
spiritual or religious beliefs. A bronze bracelet,
bronze earring, and seashell and agate beads were
found on or near the skeleton.

Several large storage vessels found in the nearby
village may have been part of the same complex

as Tovuzchai necropolis. Archaeological material
recovered from the Tovuzchai necropolis indicates
that a settlement had existed near this site for six or
seven centuries.
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Bronze adornment, found at Zayamchai that dates
to the Bronze age. 5cm x 5.5¢cm.
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The head of the deceased in this grave was
positioned on top of several ceramic serving and
storage vessels, in the Tovuzchai necropolis.
Carnelian beads were found below the jaw.
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This highly decorated vessel found from the
Zayamchai necropolis was a churn and used

to produce butter from milk. Similar vessels are
still used in parts of Azerbaijan today to produce
homemade butter.
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This photograph demonstrates the upright
positioning and semi-symmetrical arrangement of
the pottery vessels uncovered.
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The Hasansu Kurgan

The remains of a kurgan found near Hasansu in
western Azerbaijan reflect Middle Bronze Age
cultures in the region. The kurgan is similar

to those of the Tazakand and Trialeti cultures

that spanned Azerbaijan and Georgia from
approximately 2,200 to 1,700 BC. It is notable for
the fascinating orientation of 71 pottery vessels,
adjacent to a deceased juvenile, arranged in
distinct parallel lines along two walls inside an
excavated kurgan. The shoulders of many of

the pots were decorated with etched bands of
chevrons and other formal designs. A scattering of
domestic animal bones may be from food provided
for the deceased in the afterlife. Skulls and leg
bones of bulls had been placed in two corners

of the burial chamber, a deliberate arrangement
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Seventy-one ceramic vessels from the Hansansu
kurgan highlight the technical skill of potters during
the Middle Bronze Age in the South Caucasus.
Some of the vessels may have been manufactured
specifically for use in this burial.
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perhaps intended to represent a bull-drawn chariot
or cart. Other finds included bronze pins, baskets,
and perforated beads. Several kurgans excavated
at Hasansu are similar to others discovered in the
1980s in the Shamkir region of western Azerbaijan.

The discovery of this kurgan in the AGT Pipelines
corridor illustrates the burial practices of the
Middle Bronze Age, which had previously

been poorly documented in this area. Some
archaeologists view the introduction of burials in
the style of Hansansu to this region as evidence of
foreign populations moving into the region, or of
an internal evolution in burial practices.
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Rows of pottery vessels lined both sides of the
burial chamber in the Hasansu kurgan. The
excavators speculate that the pattern seen in the
center of the chamber might have been a symbolic
representation of a cart pulled by oxen or bulls.
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The triangular bronze blade of this Near Eastern
type of dagger, found at the Saphar-Kharaba site,
has low ridges along both sides and is set with
fluted frame lines. Both sides of the shaft had
residue from wood plates. This type of dagger was
common in the Transcaucasus in the 15th-14th
centuries BC.
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Georgia
Saphar-Kharaba

Archaeologists found more than 100 burial
chambers encircled by basalt at the Saphar-
Kharaba necropolis in the historic region of Trialeti
(Tsalka District) of southern Georgia. Analysis
suggests that the site was used in the 15th-mid-
14th centuries BC. With only a few exceptions, the
rectangular graves were uniform. Each contained
skeletons in crouched positions oriented north to
south, a pattern that indicates well-established
funerary practices. The graves also contained
several distinctive artifacts. For example, a
cylindrical seal depicting a figure kneeling at an
altar with a rod in its hand is a common motif of
the Mittani or Hurrian art that was widespread

in the Levant and Mesopotamia. Other objects
include bronze daggers and surgical scalpels of a
type not common elsewhere in the Caucasus.

One of the graves contained a poorly preserved
wooden cart with the remains of an axle, wheel,
and yoke. Two clay vessels were positioned on
what remained of the cart’s bed. Under these
vessels, human remains were found.
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Unfortunately, archaeologists did not discover
this grave until after the pipeline construction had
disturbed much of the contents, making it difficult
to reconstruct this particular burial.

A skeleton of a man believed to have been
40-50-years-old has particular significance because
samples of fabric were attached to it that provided
clues to the type of fabrics produced in Georgia
during this period. The samples were linen, cotton,
and wool dyed with pigments that at the time
could only have been extracted from mollusks
along the Mediterranean coast. Because the raw
dye was highly perishable, these textiles must have
been produced and dyed near the Mediterranean
before they were imported into the Caucasus.

This suggests connections between the South
Caucasus and surrounding regions, and perhaps
the presence of early trade networks.
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This sketch illustrates the remains of an ox-drawn
cart, measuring 2.1 meters long and 1.1 meters at
the widest point, found in one grave. The cart’s
triangular shape was common during the later
Bronze Age. At least two ceramic vessels were
placed on or with the cart.

o0 aGog0g9m Hodgmoby Lods@bdo
s@dmbgbogro 2,1 3gd@ols Log@dobs ©s 1,1
39H®0b Logoboli gBaols babs@os. sligmo
9B 930 330566@0bxsml bobolsmgoliss
©odobalioomgdgmo. gHm by, Lagodoygom,

™G0 9@dgeo oo,

3B gageo 39333000 9mdols dgaegdo dogbswgbgdol @gmgeyebdo, Fo@dlymo ws dmdsgsao

153



This sketch shows the configuration of a typical
burial, which generally contained several clay
vessels placed behind the head of the deceased
and weapons placed in front. Bronze pins were
frequently found near the neck, beads and
pendants in the chest area, and cornelian beads
on the wrists and feet.
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This cylindrical seal, believed to have originated

in the Hurrian Kingdom of Mittani in northern
Mesopotamia, depicts a man kneeling and possibly
holding a staff and a goat. Seals such as this were
common in Mesopotamia and were sometimes
used to officially mark clay records.
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Klde

The Klde settlement is situated on a terraced slope
at the confluence of the Mtkvari and Potskhovai
Rivers near the Turkish border in southwestern
Georgia, along a major trade route that once linked
the South Caucasus and eastern Anatolia. The
site, encompassing a large multi-layer settlement
and a cemetery, extends over 3,486 square meters
and includes structures, graves, and storage pits.
The excavations yielded excellent and extensive
cultural material from the first millennium AD.
The settlement appears to have been destroyed by
fire and rebuilt several times. The last fire in the
7th century AD, possibly during the campaign of
Byzantine Emperor Flavius Heraclius or during
an Arab invasion, led to the abandonment of

the site. The structures excavated during the
pipeline project appear to have been domestic
and were constructed from stone with tile roofs.
All the dwellings possessed hearths for cooking,
generally located either in the center or corner

of the structure. The settlement’s layout leads
archaeologists to believe that the structures also
had a defensive purpose. Several stone sling
bullets of different shapes and sizes may have been
a means of defense against attackers.
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The clothing worn by the figure on this small altar
found at the Klde site exhibits Parthian influences,
including long sleeves and a wide knee-length skirt.
The raised right hand suggests a gesture of
adoration to gods and kings commonly found on
Parthian rock reliefs.
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Interment at some of the burial sites at Klde, which
were concentrated in three separate areas, occurred
in stone-lined pit graves, some of them edged

with stone, while others were in wine jars. Many
of the skeletons were lying on their backs, but
others were on their sides in crouched positions.
These differences mean the burials took place

in at least three cultural periods and may reflect
broad religious and other cultural changes over
time. Indeed, in the region under the Kartli (Iberia)
Kingdom, differences between pre-Christian and
Christian funerary cultures shed light on the shift
to Christianity, with some graves manifesting both
Christian and pre-Christian funerary traditions.

A particularly interesting find at the Klde site,
dating to the 3rd-4th centuries AD, is a platform
that contained 15 ritual vessels along with human
bones. However, a clay altar in a corner suggests
that the site was a place of cult worship rather
than a burial site. The altar bears both Roman

and Persian reliefs. The right hand of one figure
is raised in a way similar to a gesture of adoration
of kings and gods found in the Parthian artistic
tradition. Burned areas on the altar, along with the
decorative motifs, suggest traditions associated
with Zoroastrian altars.
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This bronze deer amulet reflects the relationship of
Late Classical and Early Christian Georgian society
with the natural world.
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This ring set with a carnelian stone illustrates the

continued use of carnelian for personal decoration,

a practice that extended from the Bronze Age into
the Middle Ages. Of 11 rings found at the Klide
burial site, two are Sassanian, eight are Roman,
and one bears Christian symbols.
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The site contained other interesting artifacts, such
as a Roman lamp and a Parthian silver drachma
(coin) of King Gotarzes I. The latter suggests that
the Kartli (Iberian) Kingdom was actively involved
in Roman-Parthian political and economic
relationships connected with the Silk Road. A small
fragment of red terracotta with animal figures—
some standing, others in flight—was among the
finds at this site. Finally, three glass intaglios
(made of glass or jewels, with carved decorations)
probably date to the second half of the 1st century
AD, judging by their shapes and styles. All were
similar, suggesting they may have been produced
in the same workshop.
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Excavations of this grave at the Klde site revealed
a pair of ceramic vessels and simple bronze hoop
earring. Burials from the site are associated with
both pre-Christian and early Christian societies.
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Orchosani

The archaeological site near the Orchosani village,
located in the Akhaltsikhe region of southern
Georgia (historically referred to as Samtskhe),

is an excellent example of one of Georgia’s

longest continuously inhabited sites. It seems

to have been in use since the Lower Palaeolithic
Auchelian period. Surface finds include tools
made of andesite and basalt (hand axes, scrapers
and flakes). Its history spans from at least the
Early Bronze Age (perhaps as early as the 4th
millennium BC) right up to the early 17th century
AD, when the settlement suffered a violent

end. Only three structures remain: one from the
Bronze Age Kura-Araxes culture, and two from
the Medieval Period. Aerial views reveal a large
fortified wall around the village dating to the Early
Medieval Period.

The 4th-3rd millennium BC was a vibrant time at
the Orchosani settlement, which seems to have
gone through three distinct cultural phases. The
first, that of an early agricultural society, left
behind only fragments of pottery, black or grey

in color, similar to vessel types discovered at cave
settlements in western Georgia. The Kura-Araxes
culture came next, around 3,500 BC, with its
distinct mud brick homes, elaborately polished
black exterior and red interior pottery, and blend
of agriculture and pastoralism. Orchosani yielded
many artifacts in the Kura-Araxes style, including
an anthropomorphic terracotta figurine. Little is
known of the third culture to inhabit the site, the
Bedeni. Jewelry and other metallic objects from
this and earlier periods of the Bronze Age were
probably imported from Anatolia, as evidenced by
a bronze mattock that with a higher ratio of nickel
than is found in Georgia.
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This silver cross-dating to the 6th or 7th century AD
is the first of its kind to be found in eastern Georgia.
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This fired red ceramic drinking vessel, dating to the
1st-3rd centuries AD, was found inside a pit burial
next to the deceased.
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Although the Orchosani cemetery produced few
artifacts, the surrounding settlement yielded
objects spanning many time periods. The most
stunning were the large 500-600 liter wine storage
jars known as pithoi (a Greek term describing large
storage jars of a particular shape) dating to the
12th century AD. Stone, metal, and bone objects
that served a variety of purposes, from culinary to
military, were also recovered. Religious art from
many eras was well-represented in the form of
statuettes, inscriptions, and jewelry.

The impressive materials discovered at this site
are all the more remarkable considering that
Orchosani was completely destroyed twice. The
first time was in the 10th century AD, most likely
during the Seljuk Turk invasions of Georgia.
Orchosani was again destroyed in the 17th century
AD during the Ottoman expansion of the area,
causing its final demise.
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Molded terracotta figurines like this one were used
in religious practices during the second half of the
3rd millennium BC.
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Turkey
Giilliidere

Located in the commercially vital region known

as the Erzurum Plain in Turkey, Giilliidere reveals
two distinct periods of habitation. The first,

dating from the Iron Age (900-300 BC), provides
evidence (especially similarities in pottery styles)
that the inhabitants had cultural and commercial
connections with the nearby sites of Tetikom and
Tasmasor. The second period occurred during

the Early Medieval Period. Findings from both
habitation periods include multiple structural
foundations, indicating a settlement and a cemetery
either nearby or inside the settlement boundary.
The burial practices observed at this cemetery allow
archaeologists to link Giilliidere to well-established
surrounding settlements in eastern Anatolia.

Of the 44 graves excavated at Giilliidere, 10 were
definitively Iron Age. The deceased were buried in
two distinct manners, the more elaborate of which
involved placing the remains in a large ceramic

or terracotta jar. While the exact reasons for this
practice have not been determined, it is similar to
the burial styles at neighboring sites, indicating a
religious link. Following the normal pattern for jar
burials in this region, grave goods accompanied
the bodies. Those from the Iron Age are believed
to have consisted only of the deceased’s personal
belongings. (The burial sites at Tetikom or
Tasmasor included elaborate gifts, whose absence
at Giilliidere could be the result of grave robbing
rather than different spiritual practices.) Despite the
general absence of grave goods in the Giilliidere
cemetery, archaeologists discovered some stone,
ceramic, and metallic objects. A few were well-
preserved, such as a stone seal depicting a horse, a
symbolically important animal in eastern Anatolia.
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A Medieval Period grave stone with a clover-decorated
cross was unearthed at Giilliidere.
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This stone seal depicting a horse was found on
the chest of a skeleton in an Iron Age grave in
Giilliidere. A hole on the reverse side could have
been used to suspend the stone.

9 Jgol Ladgdosgo, dmdgabgwsi 3bgbos
33 bobymo, agaaeg@gdo, ®jobols bsbols
bado@bdo doigomgdgmols 33900by
>@dmbbs. bodgdesgols dgmdyg dbsdgl
o@Sbogo bg@geno dob sbsdsy@gdemsw
0O 30390 9d 0.

These jar burials most commonly involved
children. While adults were buried this way to a
lesser extent, no evidence of this was discovered
at the Giilltidere cemetery. The more common
practice for adults was a simple soil burial, with
the deceased placed on one side in a crouching,
fetal position. Notably, all but one Iron Age burial
site was situated with a north-south orientation,
providing more evidence that the residents of
Giilliidere at this time had an organized belief
system and specific understanding of an afterlife.

It was difficult to analyze Giilliidere’s habitation
during the Medieval Period. The foundations of

a few Hellenistic structures were discovered but
were so damaged that meaningful conclusions
were impossible to draw. The graves from this
period yielded even less information than those
from the Iron Age. A few Christian tombstones
were, however, found at the site, implying that
Byzantine Christian influences were present at the
time of the burials.
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This drawing shows a utilitarian Medieval terracotta
jug with a folded mouth and incised decorations
around its shoulder. It was thrown on a potters
wheel and then burnished or polished.
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This site plan depicts a large Iron Age complex of
domestic structures, with associated courtyards.
There is at least one hearth and one burial site in
the complex. Excavators concluded that the
structures’ walls were probably made of stone,
given the apparent absence of mud brick.
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This fragment of a terracotta handle has been
interpreted as the head of an eagle. Believed to
date from the Iron Age, it was part of either a
free-standing figurine or a ceramic vessel.
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This terracotta statuette of a woman is characteristic
of Hellenistic figurines in the region. The woman
appears to be wearing a cloak over her left shoulder,
a common fashion for married women.
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Ziyaretsuyu

The Romans were famous for their paved roads
and intricate trade systems, concepts that seem
elementary today but were truly innovative 2000
years ago. The roads were crucial to Rome’s
military efficiency and commercial prosperity. In
2003, at the Ziyaretsuyu settlement, which was
along one such Roman road in what is now the
Sivas Province of central Turkey, a team from
Gazi University unearthed two distinct and

likely related structures. The sheer abundance

of ceramics recovered from the two buildings
suggests that the team uncovered only a fraction of
what is likely a larger settlement. While the poor
condition of the buildings’ structures suggests
that the people who lived within them were not
wealthy, the site was probably densely populated.

Although archaeologists date the site primarily
to the Roman Period, there is evidence it was
active slightly earlier, in the 2nd century BC.
Architectural and ceramic elements there display
some Hellenistic characteristics, and a coin found
in the same cultural stratigraphic layer as the
excavated buildings and dated from between 105
BC and 70 BC portrays the image of Hercules.
Unfortunately, the coin was so damaged that
vital information such as the location of the mint
was not recoverable. The coin also indicates that
Ziyaretsuyu was a place of commerce linked

to Roman and Greek societies. If so, why were
there so few architectural and metallic remnants?
Historians suggest that the answer lies in the
geographical position of the settlement.
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This display shows a sample of the diverse pottery
types found at Ziyaretsuyu. The sheer volume and
variety of the ceramic vessels suggest a densely
populated settlement along a trade route.
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A few ceramic vessels discovered at Ziyaretsuyu
were decorated with the ivy heart-shaped motif are
shown here. This rare style is a remnant of an Iron
Age ceramic tradition that persisted into the Roman
Period in some areas.

bosGgolgoygdo dmdmggdgeo mobols
begog@mo Fgadgmo ygmols go@dols
Lygdml mabsdgbBomss dgdgo. gl dm@ogo
@30b0ls bobowsbss dgdm@bgboao ©s
oo bobol jg@sdogaBoi obgbls magls.

Ziyaretsuyu was situated in a region neighboring
the highland Galatians to the west and
Cappadocians to the south. Consistent pillaging
by these advanced societies likely affected the
residents of Ziyaretsuyu and could explain the
scarcity of prestige items, such as jewelry and other
metallic objects, along with construction styles
consistent with a simple seasonal (hence poor)
settlement. With warfare continuously destroying
their structures, the residents might have had less
incentive or economic ability to rebuild lavish
homes. These theories are, however, speculative,
and will surely benefit from additional research
and excavation at Ziyaretsuyu and related sites.
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Note the eagle head tips on this bronze object,
possibly a broken handle from a metallic vessel.
The lower portion of the object (not seen in this
image) displays the face of a helmeted soldier.
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This winged youth depicted on a carnelian stone
set in a ring from the 1st century AD is Eros, the
Roman Cupid and son of Aphrodite. Eros was
associated with love, lust, and fertility.
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YiiceOren

The necropolis of chamber tombs at Yiicedren,
Turkey, dating from the Hellenistic and Roman
periods (approximately 3rd century BC to 4th
century AD), is located near Ceyhan, not far from
the Mediterranean terminus of the pipelines.
Excavated by archaeologists from Gazi University
as part of the pipeline project, the chamber
tombs reflect considerable investment in the final
disposition of the dead. Large spaces were cut
into the bedrock, there were passageways, often
with steps, and stone doors closed off the burial
chambers. The chambers in most cases contained
one or more niches to hold the dead. It appears
that the deceased were often placed in coffin-

like terracotta sarcophagi. The discovery of an
antechamber with the disturbed remains of nearly
two dozen people suggests that, over the long
history of use of the tombs, individuals’ remains
were moved in order to reuse the burial niches.
This antechamber appeared to be the only one of
the 16 excavated tombs that had not been robbed
in antiquity.
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The necropolis at Yiicedren is comprised of a series
of tombs cut into the soft bedrock. In each tomb, a
set of steps led down into a burial chamber.
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YOCEOREN NEKROPOLU/THE YUCEOREN NECROPOLIS
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The opening to each burial chamber was closed by
massive stones in antiquity. Tomb robbers moved
most of the stones hundreds of years ago.
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This photograph shows a kline, which is a niche
cut into the walls of a burial chamber where the
remains of individuals were placed, instead of in a
sarcophagus.
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Despite the extensive looting, the team from

Gazi University recovered an interesting range

of objects. They included coins dating from the
Hellenistic Period (late 3rd century BC) to the
Roman Imperial Period (early 2nd century AD).
The coins may have been placed in the graves to
pay for passage into the underworld. Other finds
included glass and ceramic unguentaria (jars for
oils and lotions), which may have been left in the
graves after final treatment of the bodies, and small
portable lamps that family members who placed
the bodies in the tombs may have left behind. One
of two clay figurines depicts a child riding a horse
and wearing a headdress of ivy leaves; it may have
been made in the Turkish city of Tarsus during the
late 2nd century BC.

Near the Yiicedren site, the BTC pipeline bringing
oil from the Caspian ends at the Mediterranean
coast, the terminus of this massive engineering
feat that has transformed the region’s economic
landscape, and has contributed so greatly to

our understanding of the cultural history of the
countries through which the pipeline passes.
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This terracotta figurine depicts a child riding a horse
and wearing a cape and possibly an ivy garland.
The figurine probably dates from the period of
Roman burials at the site, beginning in the 2nd
century AD.
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The remains of a large jar are lifted carefully from
an excavation block in Georgia.

bododmgganml Gamodm@osby s@dmbgbogo
( oo d@dgmo yomb@gdols
2030@0©sh GOnbomow sdmsdgo.




The site of Ziyaretsuyu in Sivas Province, Turkey,
painstakingly excavated, was one of the sites in the
pipeline corridor that yielded important discoveries.
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St. George’s Church at Tadzrisi Monastery, restored
as part of BP’s cultural heritage program in
Georgia, continues to play an important role for
worshippers in the local community. This ceremony
took place after restoration of the sacred monument
was completed.
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CHAPTER 4

Nurturing a Shared
Heritage

rchaeology allows people

to learn more about past

civilizations and the story

of humankind. It provides a
sense of identity and understanding not
just of human diversity, but also of the
interconnectedness of societies over time.
It can be used to mobilize tourism and
economic development. And it can be used
to advance the discovery and application of

scientific techniques.
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Najaf Museyibli (left) and Fikret Orujov
explain the Azerbaijani archaeological recovery
process to a local reporter.
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The pipeline project marks a significant advance in
archaeology in the Caucasus, and has helped cast
new light on the region’s past. Through exemplary
excavation, multi-disciplinary analysis of findings,
and dissemination through a wide range of media,
most notably exhibitions and publications, the
project has increased understanding of the region’s
archaeological record.

Equally important, through the AGT Pipelines
Archaeology Program, the project is playing a
critical role in building capacity by nurturing
institutions in the host countries so that they are
better able to work on their own consistent with
international standards. The project has gone
beyond the immediate requirements specific to the
archaeological work to undertake, as well, long-
term engagement to strengthen local institutions
that deal with the environment, cultural heritage,
material culture, scientific, educational, and other
areas relevant to the project. Local professionals
have been able to extend their knowledge in many
areas, such as project management; analyses and
syntheses of findings; and conservation of the
artifacts found. Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Turkey
are now positioned to approach archaeological
projects with greater creativity and flexibility.
Increased commitment will enable them to fully
utilize the talents of well-trained professionals to
uncover more of their fascinating pasts. The AGT
Pipelines Archaeology Program will continue to
emphasize capacity-building of organizations in
the cultural heritage sector. This chapter reviews
the specific efforts developed for each country and
the wider public outreach initiatives.
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David Maynard, an archaeologist from Wales,
assisted BP with the administration of the cultural
heritage program in Azerbaijan from the start of
pipeline planning through the preparation of
technical reports.
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Azerbaijan

In Azerbaijan, BP and its coventurers have
sponsored scientific efforts to study the
archaeological finds of the project and undertaken
capacity-building measures to strengthen local
institutions in the region. For example, over

100 scholars from Azerbaijan and the broader
Caucasus region attended a 2005 Conference on
Archaeology, Ethnology, and Folklore. Other
efforts have deepened the capabilities of the
institutions responsible for long-term preservation
of artifacts and their presentation to the public.
The refurbishment of the Museum of History and
Local Studies located in the Goranboy District,
which preserves and displays finds from the
nearby excavation site of Borsunlu Kurgan, is

an example. This initiative was part of a broader
effort to facilitate the establishment of standards
for collections management at the Institute of
Archaeology and Ethnography in Baku, which
manages numerous collections from project
excavations. The Institute also received equipment
and expertise needed to properly maintain

the collections: a conservation laboratory was
established and outfitted; protocols for long-term
conservation of collections developed; and five
archaeologists given conservation training.

Education and public outreach—making
information about the excavation sites in
Azerbaijan available to the public—were other
important areas of activity. This book and the
associated website are two examples of this effort.
The Caspian Energy Center in the Sangachal oil
and gas terminal at the edge of the Caspian Sea
provides visitors, including thousands of school
children, with engaging exhibition and educational
activities that explain the significance of the
pipelines and the cultural heritage unearthed
during its construction.
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Recovery of large storage vessels from a site near
Tovuz, Azerbaijan, required painstaking extraction
and preservation.
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Excavations near Gyrag Kasaman, Azerbaijan,
exposed several burial sites from the Antique Period.
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The Nizami Museum of Literature in Baku,
Azerbaijan, is named for the 12th century poet
from Ganja, considered the greatest romantic
epic poet.
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Archaeologists from Georgia’s Center for
Archaeological Studies record a site along the
BTC pipeline.
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Azerbaijani and Georgian cultural heritage
specialists observe CAT scanning equipment
with Dr. Bruno Frohlich, Smithsonian Institution,
during meetings at the Smithsonian Institution in
October 2008.
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Archaeologist Lali Akhalaia, Cultural Heritage

Coordinator Dawn Alexander, Cultural Heritage B Ogo dgdgg

Monitor Nino Erkomaishvili, and Project Director 3O0OEEsGOM0 ©mb Sagdlsbpgdo,
and Senior Architect Merab Bochoidze discuss oGO Yo 3

the next steps during the restoration of Tadzrisi 60bm 9@ Jmdsodgoo ©s 3GM

Monastery in Georgia. 39006 dmmodyg yoboboasggh
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The main fortress wall at Sakire in Georgia is
tied by an archway to the wall that encircles
the courtyard.
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Georgia

Georgian scholars, scientists, and preservationists
had many of the same needs as their counterparts
in Azerbaijan, but also some unique ones.

For example, the project supported extensive
architectural studies to minimize the impacts on
standing monuments and furthered the restoration
of specific historical structures on or near the
pipeline route. The Georgian Cultural Heritage
Protection Department played a large role in
determining a route that would ensure that the
most significant sites near the project right-of-way
were avoided. Most efforts focused on planning
protective measures for at-risk sites, and specific
protection or mitigation measures were developed
for each of them.

An excellent example is the approach taken to
ensure conservation and preservation of the
Tadzrisi Monastery complex. The complex consists
of two churches standing side by side, St. George’s
(a three-nave basilica) and St. Mary’s, as well as
the ruins of a monastery building. The monastery
was the most important ecclesiastic center in the
10th-15th centuries AD in Georgia; its origin is
associated with eminent Georgian religious leaders
in the Early Middle Ages. It was temporarily
abandoned following an invasion by the Ottoman
Turks in the 1550s. St. George’s Church is the

most prominent remnant of the monastery and a
pilgrimage site for Georgians to this day. Although
the ruins of the Monastery are not directly on the
pipeline route, BTC/SCP funded conservation and
restoration of both churches and the monastery’s
courtyard.
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The result is an aesthetically pleasing and
historically accurate site with two fully operational
historic churches. In a letter of gratitude to BP,
local residents wrote, “This was a sign of great
respect towards Georgian cultural heritage...
[which] strengthened our positive attitude towards
pipeline construction.”

In addition to these preservation efforts, the
project has supported two museum exhibitions
of some of the exciting finds unearthed along
the pipeline route. In 2005 the Janashia State
Museum (now part of Georgian National
Museum) hosted the “First Oil Celebration,”
where the Company presented an exhibition of
outstanding archaeological finds. On July 2, 2009
the Georgian National Museum, together with
BP and its partners, inaugurated the exhibition,
“Pipeline Construction and Archaeological Finds”
at the Samtskhe-Javakheti History Museum in
Akhaltsikhe, in southern Georgia. The exhibition
contains up to 800 artifacts from the Paleolithic

to the Middle Ages that were unearthed during
the pipeline construction. The museum itself was

partially renovated for the occasion.
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Specialists from Georgia’s Center for
Archaeological Studies clean and conserve
artifacts from excavations in that nation.
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Restoring the domed roof of St. Mary’s Church
at Tadzrisi in Georgia involved replacing missing
stones and securing loose ones.
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Interior of the restored St. George church in Tadzrisi
Monastery.
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Prior to restoration work, the small St. Mary’s
Church in Tadzrisi in Georgia, although overgrown
with vegetation and in ruins, was still visited by
local Georgians.
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This cross was inscribed into the sandstone

above a lintel of St. George’s Church in Tadzrisi

in Georgia.
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BAKU - TIFLIS - CEYHAN HAM PETROL BORU HATTI PROJESI
ARKEOLOJIK KURTARMA KAZILARI YAYINLARI: 1

Yiicedren site report published by Gazi University
in 2006.

BAKU - TBILISI - CEYHAN CRUDE OIL PIPELINE PROJECT
PUBLICATIONS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SALVAGE EXCAVATIONS: 1

YUCEOREN

DOGU KILIKYA'DA BIR HELENISTIK - ROMA NEKROPOLU
A HELLENISTIC AND ROMAN NECROPOLIS IN EASTERN KILIKIA

S. YUCEL SENYURT
ATAKAN AKCAY, YALCIN KAMIS

ANKARA
2006
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Archaeologists from Georgia’s Center for
Archaeological Studies review data gathered
along the pipeline.
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Turkey

Cultural heritage efforts in Turkey under

the pipeline project have focused mainly on
capacity building at the regional museums

where most of the collections from the

excavations were deposited. The museums

are located in the provinces of Kars, Erzurum,
Sivas, Kahramanmaras, and Adana, which lie
along the route. The project began with needs
assessments developed by the directorates for

the museums, and has involved investment in
equipment, training, and publications. The project
undertook the capacity-building work in Turkey in
conjunction with the Association of Archaeologists,
Gazi University, and the British Institute of
Archaeology, all in Ankara.

An additional result of the archaeology program
in Turkey has been an internationally recognized
series of illustrated publications on the sites
excavated along the pipeline. The Smithsonian
Institution’s AGT project website (http://www.agt.
si.edu ) has posted original Azerbaijani, Georgian
and Turkish excavation site reports.
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Conclusion

As they wind their way through Azerbaijan,
Georgia, and Turkey, the pipelines stand as
symbols of a more prosperous and integrated
future for the South Caucasus and eastern
Anatolia. But the planning and construction of
the pipelines have also had a major impact on
understanding the past of the region, which has
long been recognized as a heartland of ancient
history. The cultural heritage component of the
BTC and SCP pipelines project continues to fill,
gaps in our knowledge of the civilizations that
occupied these ancient lands. The project will
have a lasting impact on archaeological science
and institutions in the host countries. It will
surely continue to encourage cooperation in
understanding and appreciating this region’s
common heritage that is such an important part
of the shared heritage of people everywhere.
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“Pipelines awaken ancient history” archaeological
exhibition in the Caspian Energy Centre at BP
operated Sangachal oil and gas terminal.
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Alakbarova and Turkhan Ahmadov for

proofreading the Azerbaijani text.
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The Smithsonian’s preparation of the AGT
archive database (used for the development of
this book and its website, and shared with our
counterpart institutions in Azerbaijan, Georgia,
and Turkey) has benefitted from the support and
expertise of Dr. Najaf Museyibli and Ziya Hajili
at the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography; Dr.
Malahat Farajova, Director of the Gobustan
National Historical-Artistic Preserve; Dr. David
Lordkipanidze, General Director of National
Museum of Georgia and Dr. Mikheil Tsereteli of
the Georgian National Museum; and Dr. Vakhtang
Shatberashvili of the Georgian Archaeological
Research Center; and many others. For help with
Georgian archaeological data, visiting researcher
Irakli Pipia (Tbilisi State University) brought to
the Smithsonian in Washington his helpfulness,
good humor and tireless translations of Georgian
archaeological site reports. Guram Kvirkvelia, an
esteemed Georgian archaeologist, also provided
assistance. Besarion Maisuradze, the Deputy
General Director for Science and Head of the
Archaeological Research Center, was always
supportive. Mrs. Nino Nadaraia helped edit the
Georgian texts. Chingiz Samadzada, an Azerbaijani
photographer, and Gabriel Salinker, photographer
at the Georgian National Museum, supplied many
of the images for this book. The Embassies of
Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Turkey in Washington,
D.C,, also furnished outstanding photographs.
Mikheil Tsereteli, Tamara Kokochashvili, Giorgi
Mindorashvili, and Teimuraz Gotsadze, all from
Georgia, along with Najaf Miiseyibli, Malahat
Farajova, and Ziya Hajili from Azerbaijan, visited
Washington, D.C. for two weeks in October

2008 to participate in our international museum
capacity building program. Each also had a role
in helping to prepare this volume. Continuing
correspondence with David Maynard also helped
the project from its initial conceptualization to its
completion.its completion.
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All the authors sincerely thank Dr. Siileyman
Yiicel Senyurt of Gazi University for his detailed
and helpful comments as a peer reviewer for

the Turkish sites and text and Dr. Vakhtang
Shatberashvili for his careful review of the entire
text. The Smithsonian team (Paul Michael Taylor,
Christopher R. Polglase, Jared M. Koller, and
Troy A. Johnson) extend our thanks to Dr. Najaf
Museyibli of Baku's Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography, who joined us as co-author. This
co-authorship is even more appropriate since

the synthesizing efforts of all the authors derive,
in the case of the Azerbaijani data, from largely
unpublished field reports prepared by the institute
represented by Dr. Najaf Museyibli. This book’s
content reflects our collegial understanding that,
even though the periodization of history and

the interpretation of specific archeological facts
may vary within each country’s traditions of
scholarship, we all gain much from attempting to
share and synthesize data across borders in ways
that reflect and build our shared understanding.

Within the Smithsonian Institution, many merit
our gratitude. Gregory P. Shook, Samantha
Grauberger, and Lance Costello helped organize
the October 2008 international museum capacity
building program. Michael Tuttle, Webmaster of
the Smithsonian Institution, along with Jared M.
Koller, developed the website associated with this
volume, a process that elicited numerous ideas
later incorporated into this book. Christopher Lotis
and Whitney Watriss meticulously copyedited the
text. We benefited from the assistance of numerous
other colleagues including Yeonkyung Bae, Delores
Clyburn, Catherine Fletcher, Halina Izdebska,
Daniele Lauro, Matt McInnes, Mark Mulder, Ian
Parker, Zaborian Payne, Robert Pontsioen, Michelle
Reed, Nancy Shorey, William Bradford Smith,
Karen Sulmonetti, Saw Sandi Tun, and Janet Yoo.

333930 o oMol Pbeosh mJBm®
L godsh ogbgan Lgbog@ml (yobols

960390L0oE9gB0) Y@ Jyeo dgyegdols dglobgd
HadbHob GG HgEsJHodgoobs
©53mdgbBomgdoliomgols, sbiggg wmJGma
gobBoby do@og@msdgoml, Gmdgendsi @9JlEol
M905JB0Mgdsdo doomem dmbsfoggmde.
Ldomlimbols 0bLGoRYHOL y9bwo (3men ds0 e

Bgom®0, JOobHMRJH @. Goeaagbols
xoMge 3. jJomg@o, mOmo o xmblmbo)

3obboggmagdaa dopamdsl gbeol wm]@m®
boxox dgbgodbaols msbssg@m@mbdobsmgols.
do@mogos, 53 bado Jggybols dg3609® 901
‘dgbgogemgdgdo 13g30809@ 5@ Jgmema oo
Logoombgdol 0b@g@m3mg@oEos bsgdomew
3obbbgoggdyos, dop®sd hggh ggaGoegm gb
dbogdgd0 ot gggaeiomare dgp50x9@ 90060,
Goms o3 Fogbdo hggbo Log@mm dopamdgdo
sbsbyanoym.

330bs oo Joeog@mgds yodmgbs@mm
Ldomlimbols 0bLGoFGHOL MebsddB ™I gdols
dododmm. 2008 §genls, d9bgydgdols
“dgbodengoemmdsms bHols” Log@msdm@molim
‘dgbggdol 3Oma@sdol Imdbowgdsdo wowo
Fgeogmo dgo@ebgl adgam@o 3. 49, Lodsb@o
3M09dgMds o @obl jmbEgermd. Ldombmbols
0bLBOBYHOL ggodsl@g@mds, dsoge mymeands
NoMgE OmgAmsb gAms 3 3gdaogsiools
399339000 dgoyobs, mmdgembg Iydomdolsls
od Fogbdo dgbygaro s@og@mo owgols sgBm@os
>mdmhbps. JHobmyg® mmmobo s godbo
goeolo syg@smags® d9domdobgb BgdbEol
M905JB0Mgdsls s 3mMgdHycsby. 0gmb-3by
450, Mm@ gl jeodgdbo, Jgm®ob gag@hgmo,
3ogmobs 0bEgdlgs, sbogen @sy®m, dgm 3s30bLo,
domy Ige0gMo, 056 306 3gM0, bodbm@osh 3gobo,
OmdgAd 3mb@lomgbo, dodger @owa, boblo
‘@0, gonosd dHgogmae Ldomo, go®gb
Lgedmbg@o, bog Lobwo mybo s xobgdH om

— gb ol bagnbos, @mdgmmsysbsi hggb
Robwoywgdgao sbdomgds dogomgom.

Past and Future Heritage in the Pipelines Corridor



Finally, appreciation and thanks go to Dr. Carole
Neves, director of the Smithsonian’s Office of
Policy and Analysis, who played a vital role in
introducing many of us to the Caucasus and who
edited the text. Her commitment to the project
and her comments, insights, and suggestions were
of particular importance to the book’s successful
completion.

©5 d@ml, 35bls3ndgdygeo dopamds
330bs ggmb@sm Ldombmbols 0blEo@y@ols
3m@o@ogols s sbogrobols mgobols
byeeddegobyal, emdhon® Jaoonaw bygaL,
Omdgands 6930 hggbyobl gosiEbm goggobos
s> @mdgmoi o8 [oabols Gges]@meos.
300gJBolowdo dolds gOmyyangdsd, bywgsd,
Foboswowgdgdds s dgbodgbgdds Fogbols
Jothdo@gdom aolidrgengdols bsddgdo
4360dgbgermgobglio dmao dgolidges.

Photo credits

Unless otherwise noted, all photographs in

this book were provided by BP Exploration
Caspian Sea Ltd., whose extensive photographs
of cultural heritage efforts form a major portion
of the photographic archive assembled under

the Smithsonian’s Azerbaijan-Georgia-Turkey
(AGT) project, along with contributions from

the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography
(Baku, Azerbaijan), Gobustan National Historical-
Artistic Preserve (Baku, Azerbaijan), and the
Georgian National Museum (Tbisili, Georgia).
The Embassies of the Republic of Georgia (pp. 26,
40, 44-45, 80-81, 100, 104-105), and the Republic
of Turkey (pp.10-11, 18-19, 26, 46-47, 107-111, 114,
118-119), the Smithsonian Institution (p. 194-195),
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences Institute
of Archaeology and Ethnography (p. 65) and
Christopher R. Polglase (pp. 35, 41{on left}, 148)
also contributed photographs.
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Site Report Citations

Agdash (Azerbaijan, KP 194/200)
Mustafayev, Mikayil. 2006. Agdash: Excavations of an Antique Period Jar
Grave. Baku.

Agili Dere (Azerbaijan, KP 358)
Huseynov, Fuad. 2007. Excavations of Agili Dere Settlement Site. Baku.

Akmezer (Turkey, KP 429)

Gortir, Muhammet; Ekmen, Hamza. 2005. Akmezer: A Hellenistic and
Medieval Settlement in Cayirli. Ankara: Gazi University Research Center
for Archaeology.

Amirarkh (Azerbaijan, KP 204)
Huseynov, Muzaffar; Jalilov, Bakhtiyar. 2006. Amirarkh: Excavations of
an Antique Period Wooden Coffin Grave. Baku.

Ashagi Kechili (Azerbaijan, KP 332.5)
Dostiyev, Tarikh. 2007. Archaeological Work at Ashagi Kechili Settlement
Site. Baku.

Asrikchai (Azerbaijan, KP 377)
Museyibli, Najaf; Jalilov, Bakhtiyar; Agayev, Gahraman. 2007.
Excavations of Asrikchai Settlement Site. Baku.

Atskuri Winery (Georgia, KP 211/212)

Licheli, Vakhtang ; Rcheulishvili, Giorgi; Kasradze, Merab;
Rusishvili, R.; Kalandadze, Nino; Papuashvili, Nana; Kazakhishvili,
L.; Gobejishvili, Gela. 2007. Archaeological Investigation at Site IV-
266/320, KP211/212, Atskuri Village, Akhaltsikhe Region. Tbilisi, Otar
Lordkipanidze Centre of Archaeology of the Georgian National
Museum.

Borsunlu Kurgan (Azerbaijan, KP 272)
Qosqarli, Qosqar; Miiseyibli, Nacaf; Asurov, Safor. 2003. Borsunlu
Kurgani. Baku, Elm Press.

Boyuk Kasik (Azerbaijan, KP 438)

Miiseyibli, Nacaf; Huseynov, Muzaffar. 2008. Boyuk Kasik Report: On
Excavations of Boyuk Kasik Settlement at Kilometre Point 438 of Baku-Tbilisi-
Ceyhan and South Caucasus Pipelines Right Of Way Baku.
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Huseynov, Fuad. 2007. Excavations of Agili Dere Settlement Site. Baku.
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Gorlir, Muhammet; Ekmen, Hamza. 2005. Akmezer: A Hellenistic and
Medieval Settlement in Cayirli. Ankara: Gazi University Research Center
for Archaeology.
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Huseynov, Muzaffar; Jalilov, Bakhtiyar. 2006. Amirarkh: Excavations of
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5300 Jgbogno (5bg@dsoxsbo, KP 332.5)
Dostiyev, Tarikh. 2007. Archaeological Work at Ashagi Kechili Settlement
Site. Baku.
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Museyibli, Najaf; Jalilov, Bakhtiyar; Agayev, Gahraman. 2007.
Excavations of Asrikchai Settlement Site. Baku.

oFgn@o (bsdsdmggmm, KP 211/212)

Licheli, Vakhtang ; Rcheulishvili, Giorgi; Kasradze, Merab;
Rusishvili, R.; Kalandadze, Nino; Papuashvili, Nana; Kazakhishvili,
L.; Gobejishvili, Gela. 2007. Archaeological Investigation at Site IV-
266/320, KP211/212, Atskuri Village, Akhaltsikhe Region. Thbilisi, Otar
Lordkipanidze Centre of Archaeology of the Georgian National
Museum.

30Ol gmd@sbo (bgddsoxsbo, KP 272)
Qosqarli, Qosqar; Miiseyibli, Nacaf; Asurov, Safar. 2003. Borsunlu
Kurgani. Baku, EIm Press.
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Miiseyibli, Nacaf; Huseynov, Muzaffar. 2008. Boyuk Kasik Report: On
Excavations of Boyuk Kasik Settlement at Kilometre Point 438 of Baku-Tbilisi-
Ceyhan and South Caucasus Pipelines Right Of Way Baku, Nafta Press.
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Biiyiikardi¢ (Turkey, KP 270)

Senyurt, S. Yiicel. 2005. Biiyiikardi¢c: An Early Iron Age Hilltop Settlement
in Eastern Anatolia. Ankara: Gazi University Research Center for
Archaeology.

Chaparli (Azerbaijan, KP 335/336)

Asurov, Safar. 2008. Chaparli Report: On Excavations of Late Antique
and Early Medieval Period Chapel, Settlement and Burial Site at Kilometre
Points 335/336 of Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan and South Caucasus Pipelines Right
Of Way. Baku.

Chivchavi Gorge Site (Georgia, KP 087)

Heritage Protection Department of Georgia. 2003. Study of the
Monuments within Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline Route Corridor: Phase
III. Report. Thilisi, Otar Lordkipanidze Centre of Archaeology of the
Georgian National Museum.

Dashbulaq (Azerbaijan, KP 342)

Hajafov, Shamil; Huseynov, Muzaffar; Jalilov, Bakhtiyar.

2007. Dashbulag Report: On Excavations of Dashbulag Settlement at
Kilometre Point 342 of Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan and South Caucasus pipelines
Right Of Way. Baku.

Eli Baba (Georgia, KP 116)

Narimanashvili, Goderdzi. 2004. Preliminary Report on Field Excavations
of Tsalka — Trialeti Archaeological Expedition for the Season 2003 on
Eli-Baba (Sabechdavi) Cemetery.Tbilisi, Otar Lordkipanidze Centre of
Archaeology of the Georgian National Museum.

Fakhrali (Azerbaijan, KP 289)
Jalilov, Bakhtiyar; Kvachidze, Viktor. 2007. Excavations of Fakhrali
Settlement. Baku.

Garajamirli I & II (Azerbaijan, KP 321/323.57)
Agayev, Gahraman. 2006. Excavations of Garajamirli I Settlement
Site. Baku.

Dostiyev, Tarikh. 2007. Excavations of Garajamirli II Settlement. Baku,

Girag Kasaman (Azerbaijan, KP 405/406)

Dostiyev, Tarikh; Kvachidze, Viktor; Huseynov, Muzaffar. 2007. Girag
Kasaman Report: On Excavations of Girag Kasaman Settlement at Kilometre
Point 405 of Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan and South Caucasus pipelines Right Of
Way. Baku.
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Of Way. Baku.
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Heritage Protection Department of Georgia. 2003. Study of the
Monuments within Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline Route Corridor: Phase
III. Report. Thilisi, Otar Lordkipanidze Centre of Archaeology of the
Georgian National Museum.
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Right Of Way. Baku.
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Archaeology of the Georgian National Museum.
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Jalilov, Bakhtiyar; Kvachidze, Viktor. 2007. Excavations of Fakhrali
Settlement. Baku.
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Agayev, Gahraman. 2006. Excavations of Garajamirli I Settlement
Site. Baku.

Dostiyev, Tarikh. 2007. Excavations of Garajamirli 11 Settlement. Baku.
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Miiseyibli, Nacof; Kvachidze, Viktor; Najafov, Shamil. 2008. Girag
Kasaman 11 Report: On Excavations of Girag Kasaman 11 Site at Kilometre
Point 406 of Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan and South Caucasus pipelines Right Of
Way. Baku.

Giilliidere (Turkey, KP 354)

Senyurt, S. Yiicel; Ibis, Resul. 2005. Giilliidere: An Iron Age and Medieval
Settlement in Askale Plain. Ankara: Gazi University Research Center for
Archaeology.

Hajialili I, IT & III (Azerbaijan, KP 300.98/301/302)
Dostiyev, Tarikh. 2006. Excavations of Hajialili I Settlement. Baku.
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Miiseyibli, Nacaf. 2007. Hasansu Kurgan Report: On Excavations of
Hasansu Kurgan at Kilometre Point 399 of Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan and South
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Jinisi (Georgia, KP 136)

Kavavdze, Eliso. Report on the palynological study of the material revealed
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expedition.

Narimanishvili, G.; Amiranashvili, ]. 2005. Report of the Trialeti
Archaeological Expedition of 2004 2-36. Thilisi, Otar Lordkipanidze
Centre of Archaeology of the Georgian National Museum.

Kayranlikgozii (Turkey, KP 922)
Goriir, Muhammet. 2005. Kayranlik: A Roman Bath in Eastern Kilikia.
Ankara: Gazi University Research Center for Archaeology.

Khojakhan (Azerbaijan, KP 361)
Huseynov, Muzaffar; Jalilov, Bakhtiyar. 2007. Excavations of Khojakhan
Settlement. Baku.
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